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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 

 

  Exponential Times 

Products, companies, and organizations will use a “tag” line in promotional material 

and advertising to communicate their core essence in a short statement;  Nike - Just Do 

It, Avis Car Rental – We Try Harder, Coke – It’s the Real Thing, etc.  At Dalat we 

have been claiming Education for Life. We prepare students for college and post-

secondary academic pursuits and we strive to prepare them for what life has in store. 

We are now living in what we can call exponential times and our world is changing at 

an incredible rate. Did you know that the top ten “in-demand” jobs of 2010 did not 

exist in 2004? By the time a 12
th

 grade student this year reaches the age of 38 they will 

have had 10-14 different jobs? And did you know that more than 3000 new books will 

be published today and that this year 40 exabytes (4.0 x 10
10

) of new information will 

be generated (more than in the last 5,000 years combined)?
1
 I could continue with 

more statistics but the point is that our students are growing up in a world that is 

constantly changing. As a school we need to make sure that we are also making 

changes in what and how we teach so that they are prepared for it. With that in mind, 

during the February meetings, the school board decided to make the following 

graduation requirement changes: 

21-07/08 The Board amends the graduation requirements to include participation in 

an online course for the incoming freshman class of 2008-2009. 

22-07/08 The Board amends the graduation requirements to include participation in 

community service for the incoming freshman class of 2009-2010. 

23-07/08 That Board amends the graduation requirements to include media literacy 

curriculum for the incoming freshman class of 2010-2011 

Over the next three weeks I will explain each one of the changes in greater detail.  

Have a great weekend. 

http://thefischbowl.blogspot.com/ 

Karl Steinkamp 

Director 

http://thefischbowl.blogspot.com/
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 

  

Battle of the books is approaching quickly.  Here is a letter written by a reading 

research specialist that emphasizes some of the ways you can make reading to your kids 

more fun as well as a great way to learn. 

  

Dear Parents, 

 

One of the many important ways that you can support your child‟s reading development 

is to play with the sounds of language. Research shows that children‟s awareness that 

speech is made up on individual sounds is related to their progress in learning to read. 

You can help heighten your child‟s awareness of sounds! Here are some suggestions: 

 

• Read aloud books that draw attention to sounds. Talk about the author‟s play with 

sounds. For example, does the book have rhyming words? Does it repeat some sounds a 

lot? Does it deliberately mix up sounds? Enjoy the language of the book with your 

child! I have attached a list of books that you may find in the library. You are also 

welcome to borrow any of these books from our classroom library. I will send one 

home occasionally with your child. Be sure to enjoy these books many times. 

 

• Sing songs and share poems with your child. Many traditional Spanish songs and 

poems play with sounds. Talk about the rhymes that are used. Laugh about the silly 

play with sounds. Create your own versions of the songs and poems. Attached to this 

note is a handout of songs and poems. You will likely recognize many of them. If you 

do not know the melody of the songs, chant them! It‟s just as fun! 

 

• Share tongue twisters with your child. Tongue twisters help to draw our attention to 

sounds because we have trouble saying them quickly. We have to slow down and 

concentrate on what we are saying in order to recite them. Laugh about them with your 

child as you work to say them. Some popular tongue twisters are attached to this note. 

  

You probably know more that you can share with your child. Invent some together! 

 

Children who notice the sounds in speech and who can play with those sounds are  

making progress toward reading. You can help by having fun with language at home! 

  

Thank you! 

  

“Conciencia Fonémica en Español (Phonemic Awareness in Spanish) by Hallie Kay 

Yopp and Lilia Stapleton in The Reading Teacher, February 2008 (Vol. 61, #3, p. 374-

382), no e-link available. The authors can be reached at hyopp@fullerton.edu and 

lstapleton@ocde.us.  

Brian Brewster 

Preschool-Gr 8 Principal 

 

FINAL NOTICE! 

mailto:hyopp@fullerton.edu
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Position Holding Fee (1550 RM) is due for the 2008/2009 school 

year. 

Deposit is due March 17, 2008 

Your child’s spot will be held until that date; after that, we will 

accept new applicants and cannot guarantee that there will 

be space in your child’s class. 

 Our receipt of the holding deposit will ensure your child’s 

position here at Dalat next year. 

 

Don’t forget to order your Jumpa Lagi t-shirt! 

 

Please return forms to: 

Lydia Roberts, Admissions 

Dalat International School 

Tanjung Bunga, 11200 Penang, Malaysia 

admissions@dalat.org 

 

Thank you for your help and continued support! 
 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT NEWS 

 

Parent Volunteers Needed 

Annual Fund 2008 

 
I am looking for some parent volunteers to help with this year‟s Annual Fund to make 

sure it is a huge success! Our goal this year is to raise RM 

150,000 in April and May for the Dalat music department, 

athletic department, Student Center upgrades, library 

resources and new student technology. 

 

I need help:  

 Parent Representative for all grades Preschool to 12 

 Making posters 

 Planning kick-off and thank you events 

 Organizing parent lunches and dinners with the Director 

 Writing and sending letters 

 Talking to parents 

 Talking to local businesses and churches 

 Translation materials into Korean, Chinese and Japanese 

mailto:admissions@dalat.org


 

If you would like to be a part of making Dalat a better place for your kids please 

contact me in the school office or by email at lchinn@dalat.org by Friday 28 March. If 

we all do a little we can accomplish a lot! 

 

Larry Chinn 

Director of Development 

lchinn@dalat.org 

 

THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, March 16 6.30pm Praise & Worship 

Monday, March 17 7.00pm Cup Scout Meeting 

Tuesday, March 18 7.00pm MS Concert 

Wednesday, March 19 8.30am Parent Discussion Grp 

7.00pm HS Concert 

      Thursday, March 20 6.30pm Praise & Worship 

      Friday, March 21 No School 

  

THIS WEEK MENU 

 
 

Monday Sweet and Sour Beef, Egg Noodles, Peas 

Sandwich Bar - PB&J, Fried Rice 

Salad Bar, Ice Cream, Juice/Water 

Tuesday Chicken Curry, Roti Canai and Naan, 

Veggies, Sandwich Bar - Tuna Salad, 

PB&J, Salad Bar, Fruit, Milo/Water 

Wednesday Make Your Own” Burritos, Asian Noodles 

Sandwich Bar - Chicken Salad, PB&J,  

Salad Bar, Fruit, Juice/Water 

Thursday Pork with Plum Sauce and Sesame Seed, 

Lime Rice, Veggies, Sandwich Bar: Ham 

& Cheese, PB&J, Salad Bar, Fruit, 

Milo/Water 

Friday No School 

 

SENIOR YEARBOOK 

  

Attention: Parents of Seniors 
Personal Yearbook Announcements 

mailto:lchinn@dalat.org
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Honour your graduating senior with a congratulatory 

announcement with recent or classic photos of your child in the 

advertisement section of the 2008 yearbook (the Reflector). If 

you are interested please contact Tommy Tompkins by  

Saturday, 15 March (tommyt@dalat.org). A bright yellow sheet with all the 

information (size, cost, size of photo files, etc.) was sent to you. If you do not have it, 

write me, and I'll see that you get a copy of it via e-mail.  

 

This is a way to honour your son or daughter and help sponsor the yearbook at the 

same time. All parents who place these congratulatory notices also receive a 

complimentary book. You may look back at previous yearbooks to see what other 

parents have done in the past. Copies can be viewed in the school office or from the 

Journalism department. Messages or verses can be done in Thai, Korean, Mandarin, 

Japanese, etc. to your child. If you choose to print a message in another language you 

will have to provide a PDF file of the message so that it can be scanned. 

 

John “Tommy” Tompkins 

Yearbook Advisor/Journalism Teacher 

tommyt@dalat.org 

 

 

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 

  

 

Upcoming Performing Arts Events: 
 

Palm Sunday Praise & Worship 
Sunday, March 16, 6:30 PM 

 
Middle School (Grades 6-8) Concert 

Tuesday, March 18, 7:00 PM 
 

High School Concert 
Wednesday, March 19, 7:00 PM 

 
Grades 5 & 6 Musical 

Tuesday, March 25, 7:00 PM 
 

Middle School Drama 
Thursday, March 27, 3:10 PM 

 
 

mailto:tommyt@dalat.org
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Palm Sunday 

Praise & Worship 
This Sunday, March 16th, everyone is invited to join the Dalat Ambassadors 
worship team for a Palm Sunday celebration from 6:30-7:30 PM in the 
Chapel. 
 

The crowds that went ahead of Him and those that followed shouted, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David!" 

"Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Hosanna in the highest!" 

 
-- Matthew 21:9— 

 

 

 
 

Concert Time! 
 
Dalat's middle and high school musicians will be presenting their third quarter 

concerts this coming Tuesday and Wednesday, March 18th and 19th, both at 7:00 

PM in the Chapel.  The Tuesday performance will include the 6th Grade Band, 7th & 

8th Grade Beginning Band, Intermediate Band, and Jazz Band.  (Beginning Band 

members in grades 6-8, please remember that the uniform for this performance is 

white shirts and black or very dark pants/skirts.)  Wednesday's concert will feature our 

high school ensembles, including a repeat performance by the Jazz Band.  Admission 

is free, and everyone is welcome to attend! 
 

 

Dalat Intermediate Musical 

Tuesday, March 25, at 7:00 PM 
 

This quarter, Dalat‟s Intermediate students have been preparing their own musical, 

"Simon Says: the Rockin' Trial of Simon Peter."  Rehearsals are taking place during 

music classes and P period.  The choir and cast for this production include all students 



in Grade 5, plus fourteen sixth-graders who have elected to participate. 

 

The performance will be presented just after Easter on Tuesday, March 25, at 7:00 PM 

in the Chapel.  Cast members will be wearing costumes provided by the school.  

Please note that each student will need to bring in a flashlight marked with his or her 

name, preferably by our first full group rehearsal on Thursday, March 20. 

 

Parents, if you have any questions you may contact Mrs. Valeri Brokaw at school 

extension 7326 or at vbrokaw@dalat.org. 

  

We look forward to performing for you on March 25
th

! 

 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AT DIS 

  

at Dalat International School 

 
When ? – March 23

rd
 at 7:00 am 

(be there early!) 

Where ? – Amphitheatre (beside 

the Art Room below the Gym) 

What ? – Service, Baptism and 

Breakfast to follow! 

 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
Rich Gwaltney 

Spiritual Life Director 

rgwaltney@dalat.org 

 

             

FROM THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

  

 

 

 

 

Greetings Sports Fans!   

Future MSSPP 2008 

U18 Girls Volleyball The schedule should be ready soon for the competition held @ 

Hamid Khan, March 17-28. We will show it to you as soon as we receive it! 

 

U18 Basketball Island competition is still scheduled for April 7
th

-18
th

, right here @ 

mailto:vbrokaw@dalat.org
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Dalat. With 23 boys & 7 girls competing, there should be some interesting games! 

Don‟t forget the State Tourney April 29 – May 2 @ Chung Ling Butterworth. 

 

U18 Softball & U15 Girls Softball Competition has been changed from Spring Break 

week to March 24
th

-28
th

, for all 3 teams so Head Coach Mark Sasse, along with his 

crew of Shauna Archer, Bob Davis, Pat Rogers & Dennis Tyas will have a busy 

week of travel! 

U18 Badminton The Rogers Family (Pat & Corinne) has 2 entries: Elmo Lin Singles 

& Elmo/Frank Cheng Doubles. Single knockout competition begins Tues, Mar 18
th

@ 

TCH Badminton Hall in Butterworth. 

 

State T&F Competition Batu Kawan Stadium March 25
th

 – 28
th

 The following 

athletes qualified during the Kelawai Zone competition compete at State: Joshua 

Watson High Jump; Elmo Lin Javelin; Theresa Phan & Margaret Stebbins 100M; 

Angela Steiert 100&200M Hurdles & Pentathlon; Frances Wong High Jump & 400M; 

These kids are involved in many things folks so wish them well if you get the chance 

eh!  

******************* 

U18 Boys B’Ball: MSSPP 2007 Island #1 Dalat hosted #2 Chung Ling Gov‟t on Wed 

in a sort of a rematch but this time the rivals made few mistakes enroute to handing our 

young squad their 1
st
 defeat of the season with a final score of  68 – 33. 

U18 Girls B’Ball: Penang Youngsters will be here for a friendly match this Sat, 10:30  

in the gym. 

 

Penang Floorball Association League March 2008 Heading into week #3, our very 

own Dalat Eagles remain undefeated with 4 games remaining. Catch them in action 

7pm each nite at the Dalat Gym: Sat 15
th

 Vs Contact Bullets; Sun 16
th

 Vs Frontliners 

Trojans; Tues 18
th

 Vs Ztec 8cers; Sun 23
rd

 Vs Contact Bullets;  

 

Penang Basketball Association Tournament @ Chung Ling Gov’t School: 

Due to scheduling difficulties, both our HS teams have withdrawn from this National 

Selection Tournament. 

 

That‟s all for this week folks.  

Gerry Steiert PE Dept     

HP 012-430-6896 

 

EUROPEAN FAIR 

 

Parents are invited to visit the European Fair on Thursday, March 20
th

 from 9:00 – 

10:45. Seventh grade students will be displaying their European country projects they 

have completed this quarter. The fair will be located in the middle school building 

rooms 22 and 24.   

 

mailto:gsteiert@dalat.org?subject=Dalat%20News


PARENT DISCUSSION GROUPS 

 
 

The guidance department is hosting a Parent Discussion 

Group Wednesday Mar. 19 at 8:30 a.m. in room 10. The 

topic will be ñOnline Education.ò We will be discussing 

online course providers such as VHS and Seven Star, Dalat 

graduation requirements, Dalat online courses, DIScourse 

and registering for classes in high school. Come join us and 

other parents and learn more about the opportunities your 

children have via online education. If you have any 

questions please contact Tim Parsons (high school), James 

Allen (middle school), or Jacki Steinkamp (elementary). 

 

CHARITY AND COMPASSION 

 

It is in giving that we receive. 

 
Charity & Compassion 
It is in giving that we receive. 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the Charity & Compassion 
projects. We are truly blessed to be in a position where we can share with others, so 
God can be glorified in and through us. 

Please continue to pray for and support the poor in Penang and on the 
mainland; our refugee friends; and all those less fortunate than ourselves. 

If you would like more information about Charity & Compassion projects please 
contact Beth Steiert at bsteiert@dalat.org or call 012 430 2231. All donations of cash, 
food or clothing are gratefully accepted. 

Where Charity & Love exist, God is there. 
Thank you for your donation. 

 

MOVIE REVIEWS 

   

   Movie      Rating     

Acceptable 
10,000 BC     US-PG13, MY-U 

Intense action violence and peril. High School only. 

Flood     US-PG, MY-U 

Scenes of disaster and peril. A good „ol disaster movie set in London. 

Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears a Who  US- G, MY-U 

Based on the classic Dr. Seuss book for the whole family. 

Martian Child    US- PG, MY-U 

mailto:bsteiert@dalat.org


Some minor inappropriate language. Overall a good movie, especially parents. 

Spiderwick Chronicles   US-PG, MY-U 

Scary creature action and violence, some peril and mild inappropriate language. 

Step Up 2 the Streets   US-PG13, MY-U 

Mild inappropriate language and some suggestive material. High School only. 

 

Unacceptable 
Redline     US-PG13, MY-18PL 

Inappropriate language and relationships.  

Vantage Point    US-PG13, MY-U 

Sequences of intense action violence, some disturbing images and inappropriate 

language. 

 

Larry Chinn 

lchinn@dalat.org 

 

DIS DAILY BULLETIN 

The Dalat International School Daily Bulletin contains announcements for students, 

staff, and parents. You can subscribe to receive the bulletin by email. To subscribe 

simply send a blank message to DALAT-BULLETIN-SUBSCRIBE-

REQUEST@netpals.lsoft.com. 

DIS INFORMATION 

Online back issues are available at http://www.dalat.org/news.html 

Dalat International School 
Tanjung Bunga 

11200 Penang, Malaysia 

+60 (4) 899-2105 

info@dalat.org 
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