
Dalat's the choice
for expatriate kids
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XPATRIATES
working in Asia
who seek inter-
nat ional  board-

ing schools for their
ch i l d ren  have  o f t en
p i c k e d  t h e  D a l a t
School in Penang.

The school, operated
by the Christian All i-
ance group, currentlY
has 200 day-students
and boarders.

Where boarding is
concerned, the school
gives priority to those
whose families are in-
volved in social work.

School director Da-
vid Wilcox said such
families included mis-
sionaries, relief work-
ers, doctors, orPhan-
age workers and com-
muni ty  development
workers.

"We reduce the fees
by 60 !o 70 Per cent for
s u c h  f a m i l i e s , "  h e
said, adding that the
families often do not
have enough money to
pay the regular fees.

T h e  e l e m e n t a r Y
schooi fees for a child
f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s
c o m m u n i t y  i s
RM12,000 per annum,
while those for a high
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  i s
RM15,000.

Seventy per cent of
the student PoPulation
is American, with five
per cent Canadian, and
the rest from Taiwan,
Korea, Japan, EuroPe

David Wi lcox. . .  s t r ic t
rcgulations at Dalat.

and Russia.
Wilcox said Dalat's

regulations are strict-
er than those of an av-
erage American school
b e c a u s e  t h e  s c h o o l
t a k e s  i t s  r o l e  a s  a
guardian for students
seriously.

T h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e
barred from smoking,
drinking l iquor, drugs,
playing with fireworks
and patronising discc-
theques.

They face disciPlin-
ary action ieading to
expulsion if they break
the rules.

Wilcox said the stu-
dents usually spend an
average of three Years
in  Penang ,  and  a re
guided in resPecting
l o c a l  c u s t o m s  a n d
rules by Dalat teach-
ers.

The school authori-
ties laud the Govern-
ment's censorshiP Poli-
cies as well as its laws
on morality, for theY
f e e l  s u c h  p r a c t i c e
helps the communitY

tn flourrsh
S c h o o l  p r i n c r p a i

Steve Livingston said
9 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e
t e a c h e r s  a r e  h i r e d
from the US, and most
hold Master's degrees.

The schooi adheres
l r r  the US sy l labus and
iurr icu lum, and is  ac-
credi ted wi th the US
Western Association of
School and Colleges.

D a l a t  S c h o o l  i v a s
first started in \/ iet
nam in 1929.

In 1965.  i t  was shi f t '
ed to Bangkok,  then to
Cameron  H igh lands
the following year.

ln 197L, Dalat School
t ook  ove r  a  f o rmer
m i l i t a r y  s i t e  i n  P e -
nang.

The school sits on a
3.{3ha plot in Tanjung
Bungah, and has dor-
mitories, a chapel. au-
ditoriums, Iibraries, a
gymnasium and a stu-
dent ceutre.

S t u d e n t s  i n v o l v e
themselves in vartous
clubs such as the PeP,
d rama ,  he rpe to logY ,
windsurfing, kayaking
r:lubs, and alsc, take
part in Penang's inter-
school tournaments.

The school also li-
aises with the Kuala
Lumpur International
School and the Singa-
pore American School
in sporting activit ies,
c h o i r ,  m u s i c  a n d
speech competitions.

R e c e n t l y ,  D a l a t
School held its Cultur-
al Awareness Day for
students and parents.


