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 the finish line, that is

Shrill screams and joyful peals of
laughter twittered across the
chapel as couple after couple
strolled through the chapel doors,
dressed in elegant gowns and
w e l l -
pressed
s u i t s .
T h e
scents of
h a i r
s p r a y
and co-
l o g n e
w a f t e d
into the air, adding to the feeling
of anticipation in the room. As
Olivia D’Cruz (12) and Rachel Ly-
man (12) exchanged a squeal and
a hug upon first seeing each other
dolled up, Jonathan Hayashi (10)
searched for someone to capture
in the first of the many, many pic-
tures he would take throughout
the evening.

Eventually Kohei Shimizu (11)
conducted the entire room’s at-
tention to the screen at the front
of the chapel. The lights dimmed,
and on the screen started a video
of many different countries and
famous landmarks around the
world. As the familiar theme mu-
sic grew louder, the crowd began
to anticipate what they soon
learned—the theme of JSB
2007: “The Amazing Race.” Af-
ter a short introductory clip,
Shimizu dismissed seniors to their
“VIP” buses, and the Junior-Se-
nior Banquet had officially begun.

“These buses are so nice,”
exclaimed Allison McClary (12)

while shuffling down the aisle to
find a seat for her date Josh
Manfred (12) and herself. “It was
fun trying to figure out which
hotel we were going to end up

at; we were even mak-
ing bets during the
ride there,” she said.

Much to the se-
niors’ surprise, the
buses pulled up at the
front of the Shangri-La
Traders Hotel in
George Town, an out-
of-the-way but high-

class resort. After posing for a few
pictures on the way in, seniors lis-
tened for their names and found
themselves seated at tables of dif-
ferent country names throughout
the ballroom.

After a brief welcome from
junior class president Joy Li, the
evening’s entertainment started.
A series of videos, introduced by

mock reality-host Brendan
Frentz (11) depicted the comic
adventures of the divided teams
of the senior class
and their spon-
sors as they at-
tempted to win
the million dollar
prize from the
famed TV show.
Of course, the
teams ran into
various snags or
snares in the
forms of distrac-
tions that kept
them from the fin-
ish line.

“The videos were hilarious
and really well done,” said Man-
fred. “Both the baby picture
montages and especially the
Photoshopped parts of the
‘show’ kept everyone laughing.”

On 27 April, Robbie Mangham
(12), Tokihito Shioya (12), Eric
Westergren (12), Tara Kennedy
(12), Brendan Frentz (11), Scott
Poulter (12), Josh Manfred (12),
and Brian Colfax (12), along with
teachers Mrs. Barbara Mangham
and Ms. Wendi Maze, traveled
to the tsunami-hit region of
Banda Aceh, Indonesia. Instead
of spending their long weekend

relaxing by the pool or watch-
ing the latest movie, the group
flew to Aceh to continue previ-
ously established relationships
and show God’s love to a small
village by the ocean, Desa Nusa.

Following up on a sports trip
two years ago to Banda Aceh
where Mangham and Poulter
had played soccer with younger



Eagle’s Eye June 20072

Junior-Senior Banquet...

(Continued from page 1, col., 4)
In between pictures of Tokihito
Shioya (12) with his drowning
tuba or Liesl Williams (12) eat-
ing escargot with her team, all
the attendants of the banquet
enjoyed a delicious buf-
fet and the time for
priceless photo-ops.

“There were so
many different places
to take pictures, with
the silly props and hats
and stuff, that it made
the evening that much
more special and go by
that much faster,” said
Marigan Dyck (11).

Many hilarious vid-
eos, meaningful trib-
utes, and tearful em-
braces later, the race
reached its end. One of
the teams pulled ahead of the
others and approached the final
“pitstop” first.
Team Airhead—McClary, Joy
Walter (12), Tara-Lynn Kennedy
(12) and Jubilee Adleta (12) be-
came the winners of the JSB
2007 Amazing Race.

“All four of us screamed and
clapped when they announced

Football Evangelism...

(Continued from page 1, col. 4)
boys, this new trip also had
something to offer the females
of the village.

Before flying to Indonesia,
team members had to raise their
own support and plan the logis-
tics of the trip, including bring-
ing soccer balls and cross stitch-
ing materials, which they later
gave to the villagers at Desa
Nusa. Manfred, in response to
having to raise support, said,
“This was not a big concern to
me because I had prayed a lot
about going, and I knew if God
wanted me to go, he would pro-
vide the money.”

As support for the mission
trip flooded in from friends
around the world and the local
community, the trip seemed
even closer to team members.
Robbie Mangham said, “The
more people got excited about
the idea, the more I felt God
leading, and the more I wanted
to go to Aceh and show God’s
love through our soccer camp.”

The long weekend finally ar-
rived, and after flying through
Medan, Indonesia, the team of
students and teachers arrived in
Banda Aceh. Local Indonesians
told the group that a 6.0 earth-
quake had struck earlier that day,
but the team kept its confidence
in the success of the trip. West-

ergren, commenting on the fol-
lowing days in Aceh, said, “Stay-
ing in the village was at first
tough because of the hard floors
and ducks running everywhere;
but being right there with the
people gave us lots of chances
to connect with them.”

They spent the weekend talk-
ing to and entertaining children,
attending a Muslim wedding
party, teaching the village women
cross stitching, and running a
small soccer camp with the boys.
Manfred, overwhelmed by the
many activities there, said, “It was
really cool to do and see so many
different things, especially when
we got to go into a mosque.”

Arriving back in Penang on 1
May, Kennedy said that “...it’s
always a joy to go into a devas-
tated part of a country and see
the amazing things God is doing;
this time was no different.”

The response of the entire
team was unanimous; God had
showed His faithfulness and an-
swered their prayers. Although no
one can practice outright evan-
gelism in Banda Aceh, simple acts
of love like playing with children
and listening to people’s stories
can slowly begin to open their
eyes to Jesus’ love.

Someday, Aceh, a region
that had resisted the Gospel
message for so long, will experi-
ence the full love of Jesus among
its own people. •

that we had won, which prob-
ably confirmed their ideas of us
being ‘airheads’ even more,”
said Kennedy.

Eventually the excitement died
down as students scurried to snap
a few more pictures before board-
ing the buses again, and the jun-

iors started on the long
task of cleaning up.
Sophomores, seniors,
and staff settled down for
the bus ride home, still
raving about the decora-
tions, the food, and the
memories they had made
in the past few hours.

Lyman and D’Cruz
discussed their dread of
getting up early to work
on the After-JSB Dinner
the next day, and Ha-
yashi began to scan
through his pictures on
his digital camera.

Putting such an event to-
gether had consumed much of
the juniors’ free time throughout
the year and had dominated
much of the seniors’ thoughts for
at least the entire month lead-
ing up to the big night. And as it
finished, every person leaving re-
alized that it had been an amaz-
ing time, a race well run by all. •

A Rockin’ Lock-In
By Christa DeV ette

As the freshman class crowded
onto the basketball court, their
chaperones, Mr. Bill Munson
and Mr. Ben Stutzman told them
the rules to Capture the Flag.
After marking out the two en-
emy territories with cones across
the campus, the class split into
two teams. Although some of
the girls stayed behind to specu-
late on the game, the intrepid
boys quickly dashed around their
“home territory” to find the ideal
hiding spot for their flag. “GO!”
shouted the sponsors. With that,
the two teams began battling for
the title of “Capture the Flag
Champions.”

On 8 May, the freshman class
held a lock-in in the chapel.
Planned by their class represen-
tatives, the event gave the class
an opportunity to relax and have
fun together. The first game they
played, called Lifesaver, involved
using toothpicks to transport
small Lifesaver-shaped objects in
a race against other classmates.

Following that, seven boys
and seven girls participated in a
blind date game. For this activ-

ity, seven randomly chosen boys
and girls received numbers from
one to seven. As the girls sat
blindfolded, the boys, in their
numbered order, had to ask the
girls out on a date in a phony
and quirky voice. Each girl then
had to guess which guy had
asked her. An onslaught of
laughter and embarrassment fol-
lowed. Bill Kang recalled, “We
played this game with a lot of
shouting. It was really fun.”

After settling down from the
rowdy games, everyone kicked
back to watch a movie in the
chapel. Some freshman lounged
in their sleeping bags, but others
created their own sleeping cor-
ners out of comforters and pil-
lows. Each student had brought
his or her own snacks, so every-
one had something to munch on
during the movie. Most of the
party goers stayed up all night
talking or playing games.

The next morning, after only
a few hours of sleep, the entire
class poured out of the chapel.
Reminiscing on the party, Jenny
Kim said, “It was fantastic.” Hee

Yun Song and Sydnye Blatt nod-
ded in agreement.

As they walked off campus,
students had fond memories of
the night’s memories, l ike

Capture the Flag. Each student
who walked by the flag’s hid-
ing place took one last fleet-
ingly irresistible glance to see
if it still remained. •

Magnificent May Musicians
By Dr ew Steiert

As Angela Steiert (8) strode to-
wards the stage to close the re-
cital, nervous feelings raced
through her body. “I was re-
ally nervous because every-
body before me played so
well,” she said later.

The Spring Piano Recital,
held on 7 May in the chapel,
covered two different times be-
cause of the large number of
participants.

About the first, held at 4:00,
Robbie Mangham (12) boasted,
“It was awesome watching the
musicians reap the fruits of their
long hours of labor.”

This portion concluded at
5:00 for a dinner break to re-
sume at 7:00 for part two.

Others, such as Rachel Ly-
man (12) pointed out their favor-
ite parts of the recital. “I thought
the younger kids were really cute
when they got up there and
played,” she said.

Mr. Gerry Steiert thoroughly
enjoyed the recital, and he said,
“As usual, it was a wonderful me-
lodic sample of some of the tal-
ent we possess here at Dalat in
the music department. It was
music to my ears.”

Angela Steiert placed her
hands on the keys and let her
hundreds of hours of practice
guide her fingers through the
piece as her heart pounded
from nerves surging with ev-
ery beat. •
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Nine Lives Sometimes Just ArenÕt Enough
By Josh Manfr ed

With worry in his eyes and a
quiver in his lips, Jonathan Ha-
yashi (10) asked Aunt Vi Stein-
ert one regular afternoon,
“Where’s Chachos? He usually
sleeps in my room, but I haven’t
seen him for two days.”

They searched, but to no
avail; no one knew the where-
abouts of Chachos, Jaffray
Dorm’s cat.

Given to the dorm two
years ago by a caring Tara-
Lynn Kennedy (12), Chachos
received a warm welcome
from the Jaffray dorm parents
and kids. A few days into his
new life at Jaffray, Chachos
received another welcome
from a much larger and
heavier friend—an oversized
skate shoe owned by Kael
Steinert (11).

Nursed back to health from

an accidental head squashing,
Chachos recuperated and cou-
rageously took on the challenge
to live once again.

The accident, however, left
a permanent scar in the form
of brain damage, which gave
an explanation to his random
impulses to attack patches of
grass that just looked threat-
ening to him.

At news of his disappear-
ance, various students reacted
differently. “I was so happy the
cat finally died,” said Jordan
Sandwick (11). “I seriously just
hate cats, so I’m not too devas-
tated to hear of his ‘departure’
from us.”

“Its been really tough for me
these past few months,” said
Hayashi, fighting back tears.
“Everything reminds me of my
best friend who’s gone now. One

time during the JSB, they
showed a video of him; and I
nearly lost it.”

The mystery of what led up
to Chachos’s disappearance has
led some to
speculate ev-
erything from
a nasty cat
fight to a
one-armed
monkey that
roams the dorms
looking for a
fight.

W h a t -
ever the
cause of Cha-
chos’s disappearance, a peculiar
smell in the Ziemer Dorm lounge
came and stayed for about a
month following his departure.
With this final evidence, mourn-
ers put together the pieces of the

puzzle to determine that Cha-
chos would never come back
home to his daily schedule of at-

tacking random
people’s feet and
sleeping.

From his silly
wanderings across

campus—as though
he was on a very impor-

tant mission—to his feline
fetish for assaulting grass,

Chachos would forever stay
in the hearts of those he left

an impact on.
With a glimmer of hope in his

eyes, Hayashi looked toward the
doors of his dorm hoping his
“best buddy” would make his way
back home once again. Getting
up from the couch, he realized
he had to muster up the courage
to say good-bye to his dear friend
Chachos and move on. •

At the Crack of Dawn
By Liesl Williams

Before the sun shone its first
rays through the darkness, a
group of staff, students, par-
ents, and friends gathered to
pray, to worship, and to wit-
ness a public announcement
from five students of their
faith. The Easter Sunrise Ser-
vice on 8 April marked the day
of an important decision in the
lives of Elaine Ang (12), Mat-
thew Nguyen (9), Jonathan
Brokaw (9), Daniel Kim (9),
and Sung Bum Kim (10).

The morning began in the
amphitheater to the sound Jeff
Hokyo’s (11) violin. “I wanted to
put him there so that people
would know where to go to find
us,” explained Mrs. Kerry Gwalt-

ney. “But I also wanted it to set
the mood so that people would
be ready to worship when they
got down there.”

Past the violin and down the
steps, the cross, draped with a
white cloth to symbolize Christ’s
resurrection, made a picturesque
silhouette against the rising sun.
“I liked being down there as the
sun rose because everything was
so calm and quiet, yet you could
tell everyone was excited about
the baptisms. Not everyone can
have a baptism on the beach!”
said Linnea Williams (9).

When the line of people walk-
ing down the stairs diminished
to a trickle, Mr. Rich Gwaltney
opened the service with a word

of prayer. After a brief time of
worship with Mr. Jason Sel-
vanayagam, Mr. Gwaltney intro-
duced the five students waiting
behind him. Giving each of them
a chance to give their testimony,
he handed the microphone to
Ang. “When I moved here from
Texas last year, I was afraid
people here wouldn’t understand
me. I found instead that they
accepted me and really tried to
help me fit in at Dalat,” Ang said.

Brokaw similarly said, “I’ve
been here at Dalat for a long
time, and the people here have
become like my family; so I
wanted to get baptized here.”

Following their testimonies,
the entire group led the way be-
fore their friends to the beach
where they prepared to enter the
water. Each student walked into
the water to meet Mr. Gwaltney

and allowed him to pull them
under the water. The smiles on
their faces showed the joy they
felt in declaring their faith, and
after rising out of the water,
these smiles grew even wider.
They rose to the sound of ap-
plause as their friends and fam-
ily joined with them in celebra-
tion. The service ended as they
stood together amidst the crowd
as various teachers prayed for
them, placing their futures in
God’s hands.

Before church, everyone
rushed into the cafeteria for fel-
lowship over breakfast; but the
cross still stood under the tree in
the amphitheater. Life seemed to
return to normal, but in the lives
of these students, something had
changed; they could no longer
think back to their days at Dalat
without remembering that early,
moving morning. •

Score Clocks, Mosquito Catchers, and Band Instruments By Barr et Loehden

The launch of the Annual
Fund, which provided parents,
staff, students, and alumni a
new way to donate to “Educa-
tion for Life,” began in the
middle of April.

The fund provided a way for
the school to purchase score
clocks, mosquito catchers, sci-
ence equipment, musical instru-
ments, and other items that the

budget didn’t include.
Mr. Larry Chinn, director of

development, organized the
event.

At first the giving started
slow, and money only trickled in;
but as time passed, the fund-
raiser started picking up speed.
By the second week in May, the
targeted amount of RM50,000
had been surpassed.

Olivia D’Cruz (12) said, “I was
amazed at how much money
was raised.”

With a little more than two
weeks to go, Mr. Chinn reported
that as of Wednesday 16 May,
RM77,963 had come in; he re-
vised the final goal to
RM100,000—double the original
target!

“I think it was impressive

that so much money was
raised so quickly,” David Rob-
ertson (12) said.

With all this extra money they
can purchase even more band
instruments that will benefit
“Education for Life.” •
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Free in the First World
Eighth Graders Escape to the Highlands By Marie Giezendanner

“Hey Khalie [Mahoney], look at
this one!” said Beth Nguyen as
she turned around with a black
corduroy hat perched happily on
her head.

“Dude, I like it!” said Bethany
Weidemann. “But I think I like
this baseball cap even better.”

“Here, try this one,” said
George Merusi as he handed
Mahoney a dark green hat.

On their class trip to Genting
Highlands, eighth graders took
advantage of special stores such
as BumCity, which do not have
outlets in Penang, after first
checking into the First World
Hotel. In fact, most immediately

headed down to the Burger King
to grab a much-desired Whopper.

“So expensive!” whined Josh
Strong when he looked up at the
menu. “Even at McDonald’s it
was like 10 ringgit  for a meal,”
he later told his younger friends.

Eighth graders later took a
“spin” through Ripley’s Believe-
It-Or-Not, where friends watched
and laughed while their class-
mates tried to make it through
an optical illusion tunnel which
gave the impression of spinning
and caused dizziness. After their
exciting afternoon, they all split
up and went to their rooms.

“Mr. [Mike] Holden warned us

that if we didn’t get any sleep,
we’d be totally crabby and have
lots of drama; so we all tried to
go to bed early,” said Weide-
mann. “As it turned out, I’m glad
we did; we all had fun together.”

The next morning, the class
got up early to grab breakfast
and spend a day on the outdoor
amusement park rides.

“Our class gets split up a lot
of the time since we’re so big, and
having the extra time together
was really good to unite us,” said
Mahoney. After screaming, run-
ning, and waiting in line with each
other, the class finally met to-
gether for a “meeting” where they

received surprise tickets to Meet
the Robinsons. The next morn-
ing, they spent several more
“bonding hours” on the bus in-
stead of taking the cable cars
down the mountain.

As the trio trooped onto cam-
pus with their stylish hats, Weide-
mann, Mahoney, and Nguyen
chattered happily about their
crazy experiences in the high-
lands. “I’m just excited that we
get to go on another trip like this
in four more years when we are
seniors,” Mahoney said. “It’ll be
just as awesome—no, it’ll be four
times better—even though I
can’t imagine that yet!” •

Rock the Bea tÑif Y ou Dare! By Charis To

With a determination to make a
better-than-ever class party for
the sophomores, Katherine
Kang, Sheena McLeod, and sev-
eral other members of the tenth-
grade planning committee got to
work trying to brainstorm for
brilliant ideas. Weeks of prepa-
ration and anticipation went by
and finally, the night of 9 March
arrived. After 45 minutes of set-
ting up and decorating the
chapel with multicolored bal-
loons, the committee signaled
for the party to begin.

Estefania Diago found herself
walking towards the school
beach and continued going to
the left until the class stopped at
Paradise Hotel’s volleyball net.
With beach volleyball and games
in the pool and on the hot sand
to keep the sophomores busy,
the activities made Paradise
bustle with motion. “Compared
to other class parties, we were
closer. There was a lot more in-
volvement and activities to join
in. I’m glad that we got a chance
to play beach volleyball, which
is really rare,” Diago said enthu-
siastically.

After diving and splashing in
the water, the class built a bon-
fire, barbecued hot dogs, and
made smores. As Kyle Ladner
thought back on the bonfire, he
said, “It was well organized; the
people in charge did a great job
providing opportunities for our
class to have a good time. We
also had a wild experience blow-
ing up deodorant aerosol [cans]
in the bonfire. It made a really
loud ‘boom!’”

Other sources of amusement,
such as sparklers, created a
cheerful scene. “I enjoyed twirl-
ing the sparklers! I was excited
that we were each given a packet
that contained five sticks. I felt
pretty bummed when it was time
to go back in the chapel” said
Rami Lee.

A time of games in the chapel
proved to last for a few hours,
featuring “Honey If You Love
Me...,” the winking-chair game,
and “Pair-up, Break-up.”

A number of students enjoyed
the moment, but others gri-
maced at the times when they
had to run around the chapel
holding their partner’s hand and
trying to avoid the “break-up.”
The evening sauntered on with
the choice of either playing in-
door soccer or staying behind in
the chapel to watch a movie.

When the class got back to-
gether again, the committee
moved on with what many listed
as the top entertainment of the
night. “The best part of the lock-
in was when Paul Kim sang a
Korean song. It was AMAZING!
I didn’t know he could sing!” said
Lee. “It was so cute when he ran
and hid in a corner after he fin-
ished singing.”

Groups of participants or
lone individuals could sing a song
of their choice for the karaoke
session, provided that the songs
matched the list of preferences.
Flashing PowerPoints and old-
school microphones went
around to never-before-seen
“stars” as they rocked to the beat
of the song. “The losers of the

games were forced to sing
karaoke in front of everybody. It
was embarrassing and nerve-
wracking standing in front of the
audience, but it’s a good
memory to look back on,”
mused Boch Chiao.

“We tried to add some spice
to the karaoke to make it more
lively,” said Bruce Mak. Even
though the lock-in did not go
according to the order that the
committee had set up, everyone
went with the flow without
thinking much of it.

“The party didn’t go as I
planned. I actually ended up
throwing away the plan sheet—
but it was still enjoyable, and our
class had some crazy singers that
most of us didn’t know about!”
said Kang with amusement.

One of the sponsors of a
shift, Mr. David Boshoff, remem-
bered the party as a “good-time-

altogether.” “They are a great
group of guys with a lot of en-
ergy and leadership, and they
can make a great barbecue!” he
reflected cheerily.

Movies and games persisted
late into the night. When asked
if she got any sleep at all, Sophia
To responded, “It’s amazing! I
actually fell asleep after all the
blasting karaoke. I think I should
give credit to ‘Like Mike 2’ for
lulling me to sleep.”

As the sun came up and
morning shone through, the
sophomore excom scooted ev-
eryone out of the chapel.
Tiredly, Kang paced through
the room picking up the last
evidence of the night’s party.
After looking up and making
eye-contact with McLeod, both
of them read each other’s
thoughts and broke into huge
smiles. •

Playing Their Best
By David Thompson

Driving into the key, James
Lyman (9) took a quick glance
at the basket, then with a quick
fake he outmaneuvered his op-
ponent. Being unguarded and
realizing that the JV was down
by two points with only 22 sec-
onds remaining in the fourth
quarter, Lyman knew he had
to do something special. Hav-
ing no other opt ions,  he
squared up his feet and put up
a shot...and then slap!

During the weekend of 4-5
May, Dalat hosted a junior-var-
sity under-15 boys’ and girls’
tournament. ISKL, MKIS, GIS,
and KLASS all came up from
Kuala Lumpur to play. Other
participating schools included
local Penang teams Heng Ee
and George Town as well as
the Penang Girls’ Chinese
High School.

“Most of the teams were very
(Continued on page 5, col. 1)
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Junior-Varsity Basketball...

Continued from page 4, col. 4)
good at basketball, better than
we are,” said Santi Niramitvijit
(8), describing the experience
that most of the players had.

“I’ve never been on a real
team with a coach before,” said
Lyman, “and I think that this sea-
son has helped me in some
ways. I even averaged six
points a game in the
tournament.

The JV girls im-
proved their play, too.
“I used to be terrible at
basketball, but this sea-
son with Mr. [Gerry]
Steiert has helped im-
prove my dribbling and
shooting so that now I can play
the game at the level people my
age play at,” said Sera Hwang
(7). “I think all of our players got
better, especially in our shots.
Mr. Steiert made us practice a
lot, and it paid off.”

And just like the boys, the
tournament allowed the girls to
show their skills which earned
them two consecutive wins and

a bronze metal against GIS.
The boys’ team, however,

didn’t win a medal; but they
didn’t get discouraged. “I
gained a lot of experience
since this was the first tourna-
ment where I was a starter,”
said Harry Mak (8); “and play-
ing basketball is always fun.”

So even without a medal, the
JV boys finished the tournament

with their heads held high as
did the girls. The tourna-
ment focused more on
learning the game and,

as Hwang quoted Coach
Steiert, “playing your best.”

With the ball flying through
the air towards the basket and
time running low, the large
crowd in the gym could do

nothing but hold its breath.
Lyman’s ball landed smoothly in
the net, making the ever desired
“SWOOSH” sound. As Lyman
took the shot, a Mont Kiara player
fouled him, and he had the op-
portunity to win the game with a
free-throw shot, which he sank
as easily as he had the other. The
fourth quarter ended, and the
boys celebrated their victory. •

Bill Nye’s Got Nothing

By Eric W ester gr en

in a successful soap-making ven-
ture. The crowd slowly streamed
out of the chapel, marking the
end of yet another successful Sci-
ence Fair. •

“Come get your Krystel Aura!”
called Kirsten Westergren (11) to
all those entering the chapel.
Brian Colfax (12) meandered
over to Westergren’s table,
uniquely decorated with rose
petals, stones, tall mirrors, and
a metallic wash basin. “Here, try
our soap. It’s great!” offered
Westergren.

On Wednesday 26 April,
amid a large crowd gathered in
the chapel, middle and high
school students participated in
the annual Science Fair. Individu-

als in each
c l a s s
p r e -
pared
experi-

ments in-
corporating the

information they had learned in
their respective science classes,
with the highlight of the evening
involving a competition between
several teams from Mrs. Corinne
Roger’s chemistry class to cre-
ate the preeminent soap.

 “The Science Fair was a
great way to see what all the dif-
ferent science classes had been
learning throughout the year,”
said Annie Archer (7).

“It was really cool to see how
much time people had put into

their projects. Their hard work
definitely paid off with some ex-
tremely unique and interesting
displays,” said Sarah Cairncross
(12).

“The soap competi-
tion was my favorite
part for sure. It was
awesome to be in-
volved in the chemis-
try class and see so many people
get involved with our projects by
trying out the different soaps,”
said Joy Li (11) with a smile.

Added Colfax, “I was very
impressed with the soap project.
The people in Chemistry really
seemed to have done their
homework. All of the soaps
seemed to be very well done and
professional.”

Along with the significance
of the soap competition, others
found that the Science Fair pro-
vided a way to unite their class
toward a common goal.

“It was so cool that our whole
physics class got to work to-
gether on a giant physics
project. It really seemed like one
of the people’s favorites, and
that certainly gave me a sense
of pride and satisfaction,” said
senior Joy Walter.

Josh Manfred (12) added,
“Yeah, I got to light a candle and

teach several younger kids
around me about our physics
project. It was awesome to see
them so interested in science.”

With the evening drawing to
a close and Liesl Will-
iams (12) quickly
scrambling to tally the
votes from the soap
competition, Mr. Earl

Case made his way to
the podium to announce the
winner—team “Oasis.” Wester-
gren smiled; and though her
team did not take home the first-
place prize, it found contentment

The Race Unfinished:
Airheads Revenge

By Allison McClary

“This is a stick up! Everyone get
your hands up! Get into the
chapel now, or I’m going to fig-
ure out how to use this gun!” Tara
Kennedy (12) and Jubilee Adleta
(12) screamed at the junior class,
herding them into the chapel to
start the After-JSB Dinner.

The juniors quickly found seats
as four members of Team Shop-
per—Kennedy, Adleta, Joy
Walter (12), Allison McClary
(12)—yelled and threatened them
with guns. “The four ladies in pink
were hilarious because they
looked all girlie but were carrying
around guns; however, I found
myself a bit scared as they first
started shouting and threatening
us,” Marigan Dyck (11) said.

The evening’s entertainment
focused on Team Shopper, a.k.a
The Airheads, and the fact that
they had never received their
prize money from winning “The
Amazing Race” at the JSB.

“I found the skit hilarious be-
cause it was never practiced; the
whole thing was basically spon-
taneous, but it turned out awe-
some,” Elaine Ang (12) said.

After taking JSB host Bren-
dan Frentz (11) hostage, the air-
heads traveled the world on false
leads trying with desperation to
find their lost money before the
sales at Gurney ended.

 “I was a little upset at being
taken hostage by the four girls
because I had every intention of
giving them their money,” Frentz
later said.

The juniors enjoyed a series
of Mexican specialties served

for dinner as the airheads
found themselves stuck in
Mexico at the end of act one
in the skit. Mock entertain-
ment during dinner included
Hoon Kang (12) and Takehiro
Toyama (12) sitting on stage
with guitars pretending to play
while a guitar track played in
the background. Following the
“live” entertainment came
spoofs on the juniors’ videos.

“The spoof on the video the
seniors made was hilarious. The
fact that they caught all the mis-
takes we made and the way they
overemphasized those was ge-
nius!” Jordan Sandwick (11) said.

After dinner the skit resumed.
Robbie Mangham (12), who imi-
tated Mr. Greg Stenlund, and
Josh Manfred (12) playing Frentz
ended the night with dramatic
and random appearances, bring-
ing laughs to the juniors and dis-
may to the airheads as the skit
ended with the juniors secretly
keeping the money to send their
class on an amazing sneak the
next year.

“The entertainment was in-
credibly funny. The seniors did
well making fun of some of the
things we did for JSB, but it was
all done in a very tasteful and
funny manner. Watching Robbie
imitate me was my favorite part.
He had all my weird quirks and
mannerisms down just right,”
said Mr. Stenlund.

As the juniors left feeling sat-
isfied and well appreciated, the
seniors stayed to clean up. “I was
(Continued on page 6, col. 1)
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After-JSB Party...

(Continued from page 5, col. 4)
so proud of the seniors. Pulling
off such an amazing night was
good; but seeing the way they
all got involved was even cooler!
I had people coming up to me
constantly asking how they could
help. Our class pulled together,
bonded, and pulled off an amaz-
ing night!” senior sponsor Aunt
Vi Steinert stated afterwards.

“I can’t believe we actually
scared a couple people when we
took the juniors hostage,” Adleta
said to Kennedy as they walked
up the chapel stairs, ending an-
other memory-filled night. •

Black Eyes and Bloody Noses!
By Olivia DÕCruz

With muscles tensed, adrenaline
pumping through her veins, and
the crowd cheering in the bleach-
ers with loud enthusiasm, Christa
DeVette (12) rushed down the
court determined to make her
lay-up. As the ball went swiftly
into the net, the Dalat support-
ers erupted in cries of excite-
ment. The MSSPP Varsity Girls’
Tournament, hosted on campus,
began during the middle of April
with six teams competing fiercely
for a shot at gold, silver, and
bronze medals.

The tournament involved
three intense weeks of hard
work, tiring but exciting games,
and aggressive action. Elaine
Ang (12) stated, “The opponents
were really, really aggressive
compared to our girls.”

It became a common phe-
nomenon to see injured or bleed-
ing players limping off the courts
throughout this competition.
“Girls’ basketball is more than a
game: it’s a struggle between life
and death,” Jubilee Adleta (12)
said as she remembered the
bloody nose she received during
one game. Yet, that only seemed
to heighten the level of intensity
for the players on the court and
the fans watching expectantly in
the bleachers.

Asked what she enjoyed most
about the tournament, Rachel
Lyman (12) replied with a smile,
“I had a lot of fun cheering after
school and losing my voice; and
I loved watching how well our
girls played.”

As teams faced elimination,
the competition grew much
stronger and winning a game
became more of a challenge that
stretched each player.

“The Chinese girls were
real beasts!” Drew Steiert (12)
exclaimed.

Many people came out to
support and cheer on the girls,
including several varsity guys.
Steven Ong (12) mentioned af-
ter observing a game, “I think
[the girls] worked hard and did a
good job, but as a team they
have a lot more to learn.”

At the end of the tournament,
the Chinese Girls’ School re-

ceived gold, Union—in bright
green, unforgettable jerseys—
took silver, Heng Ee received
bronze, and the varsity girls
claimed fourth place.

Asked what he would miss
the most, Coach Steve Liss jok-
ingly replied, “I’ll miss the girls
so very much, but they’ll miss my
looks even more.”

In the final game against Heng
Ee the girls played aggressively,
constantly encouraged one an-

other, and gave it their all. Mrs.
Lori D’Cruz stated, “I was inspired
by the high level of discipline and
hard work the girls and their
coaches demonstrated to prepare
for this tournament. When it
came time to play, I was proud
of our team’s effort and great
sportsmanship. Well done!”

As the final buzzer sounded,
the team congratulated each
other and firmly shook hands
with their Heng Ee opponents
as they went outside to share
bottles of cold 100-Plus and to
take group pictures as a team
one last time. •

Third Place Triu mp hant!
By Elaine Ang

“Hey, check out that tall guy
over there—he’s quick and
shoots at any given chance,
and the guy next to him makes
his three pointers. I played
with them on the state team
last year,” said Steven Ong
(12) as he pointed to two play-
ers from a local school with his
crutches.

“We’ll own them—just for
you Steven,” said David Thomp-
son (12) with a grin.

The varsity boys’ basketball
team won last year’s champi-
onship game and hosted this
year’s Under-18 MSSPP Bas-
ketball Tournament on 9 April
over the course of three weeks.
Organizer Mr. Gerry Steiert
put together 120 games with
schools from the mainland and

Penang island to compete for
the gold medal and the brag-
ging rights that comes with the
state title.

The varsity boys had lost a
few star players from last year’s
graduating class as well as Ong
to an ankle injury, but they re-
mained hopeful and determined
to play their best and defend
their title as state champions.
Their constant practices and
training throughout the year had
prepared the team for these
three weeks.

On 25 April, basketball fans
flocked into the gym and occu-
pied any available space to cheer
on the squad as they played
Chung Ling for third place. The
boys’ team took the lead within
the first few minutes and cruised

through the game, winning the
bronze with a five-point lead.

At the end of the MSSPP
tournament, the varsity boys re-
ceived their bronze medals with
mixed feelings of satisfaction and
with a heavy heart as this marked
the last high school basketball
game for the seniors on the
team. “The competition was
fierce, which made the entire
three weeks of basketball lots of
fun. I wouldn’t want to end bas-
ketball season any other way,”
said senior Drew Steiert.

As the players dispersed
over campus after a team pic-
ture, Thompson assisted Ong
back to Jackson Dorm; they
had smiles on their faces as
they wore their bronze medals
proudly. •

Long Weekend Excitement
By David Robertson

“Come on guys, we need to be
at the airport pretty soon,”
stated Robbie Mangham (12)
as he rushed around the lock-
ers, the time for departure
drawing near.

The four-day weekend from
28 April until 1 May provided
varying opportuni t ies for
people around campus. Many
took the break from school as
an opportunity to relax. Take-
hiro Toyama (12) said, “I slept
through most of the weekend,
and when I wasn’t sleeping, I
read comic books.”

Others spent the time hang-
ing out with their friends or fam-
ily as they had time to do spe-
cial things over the weekend.

Matthew Mah (12) said, “I went
to Jubilee’s [Adleta, 12] house
every single day.”

Although some found the
weekend relaxing, others still
worked hard on homework or
prepared for upcoming exams.
“I worked on getting my journ.
layouts done before our final
May second deadline,” said
Joy Walter (12).

Allison McClary (12) com-
mented, “I just studied for my AP
tests and went tanning when I
needed a break.”

A group of seniors and jun-
iors used the extended break as
a chance to go on a mission’s
trip to Aceh. Brendan Frentz
(11) said, “Going to Aceh was a

great way to spend a long week-
end since I was able to serve
people and make an impact on
kids’ lives.”

Teachers also took the break
in several different ways. Some
teachers worked on their curricu-
lum for when the students came
back; others spent time away
from their planning books.

“A school in Georgia flew me
back to the United States for an
interview for the position of high
school principal for next year,”
said Mr. Steve Liss.

Returning back to Penang on
Monday night, the students be-
gan retelling their experiences to
classmates as they prepared for
the following day of school. •
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Wilson at the wheels. Beginning
with freshmen and juniors, each
class filled its van with 10 stu-
dents and pushed it as fast as
they could down the field and
around the basketball court; the
juniors came in first. The seniors
and sophomores loaded the vans
next. The seniors barely came
in first as their driver, Uncle
David, kept slamming on the
breaks. Sophomores and fresh-
man raced next for third place
but instead of filling their van
with their own classmates, they
filled their opponents’ van. Al-
though the freshman put up a
good fight, the sophomores still
came in third. Seniors and jun-
iors raced next but with the same
twist in circumstances. The race
sparked more competition as the
students in their opponents’ van
did all they could to slow down
the vehicle; despite all the en-
deavors of the class of 2008, the

seniors conquered.
The last day

of the special
week came

with crazy
hair. Stu-

dents arrived at
school with bright

colors or strange
hairdos. Carolyn Whiting
(10) especially stood out with
three buns tied in a row on her
head, a cocktail umbrella stuck
into one, and bushy pigtails tied
on either side.

The last activity came with
much antic ipat ion. StuCo
president Christa DeVette (12)

Show Some Love: Got Spirit?
By Angela Stevens

“We’ve got spirit! Yes we do.
We’ve got spirit; how ’bout
you?” screamed the
freshmen and
sophomore classes
as the seniors and
juniors shouted
back the same
phrase. Three days
of activities and
dressing up gave
the school day a
special twist that shook up the
normal routine.

Beginning with “School Spirit
Day,” students came to campus
wearing blue and yellow, show-
ing off school pride. From James
Lyman’s (9) painting his face
blue and yellow to Allison
McClary’s (12) wearing her Dalat
spo r t s jersey with golden

shoes, students’
e x c i t emen t

s h i n e d
t h r o u g h
their cre-

ativity.
“ S p i r i t

week was a
good chance

to show how
much we loved the school. It
was worth our time,” said
Daniel Kim (9).

Working on a modified
schedule, students gathered in
front of the canteen in between
the two lunch periods. Dividing
the high school by class, Student
Council organized an activity,
putting class against class. With
only seven minutes to prepare,
each class had to come up with

a cheer showing off their school
spirit. The freshmen girls jumped

forward and
spelled out “Dalat”
in shouts. The
s o p h o m o r e s
stepped it up sing-
ing in a line,
“Eagles are dyna-
mite; don’t mess
with dynamite,” as
Jonathan Hayashi

(10) ran in front of them hold-
ing the “sophomore” sign and
setting off a wave of hands.

The juniors, using a different
approach, organized themselves
as if in a choir and on cue gave
a quick, abrupt shout.

“Staaaaaaand Up! Be proud;
state your name out loud!”
shouted the senior girls as they
gave a chant in honor of the
school—the senior boys making
a human pyramid behind them.
Even though the pyramid kept
collapsing, the seniors came in
first with sophomores close be-
hind. The juniors barely beat the
freshmen sparking their compe-
tition to win the next day.

“Sports Day” came next with
students dressed in jerseys from
either a sport they play or na-
tional team they support.

“It was cool to see people
who wouldn’t normally do crazy
things really get into it,” said
Tamara Herring (11).

The activity took place on
lower field. Beginning at the gym
entrance, two school vans
parked on the grass with Uncle
David Boshoff and Mr. David

called students into the gym us-
ing a megaphone, and as the
students found their class sign,
Mr. Michael Holden began ex-
plaining the rules. Four mats
lay on the floor where all the
boys from each class sat,
locked together. Mr. Holden
assigned girls at random to a
group of boys from a different
class with orders to pull them
apart .  Which-
ever c lass of
gir ls  pul led
apart  the
boys the fast-
est won.

With junior girls
paired against the
senior boys, fresh-
man girls paired against the
sophomore boys, sophomore
girls paired against junior boys,
and senior girls paired against
the freshman boys, the fight be-
gan with much pulling, tickling,
and cheering. The senior girls
came in first as they pulled apart
the freshman the fastest; the
sophomore girls closely fol-
lowed. The junior girls had the
hardest blob to pull apart; how-
ever, with the help of the senior
girls, the knot of senior boys
unwound. Lastly, the sopho-
more boys stayed strong until the
senior girls went to the freshman
girls’ aid.

With that game ending spirit
week, students went to class
sweating and smiling. The score
tally had seniors in first place;
sophomores, second; juniors,
third; and freshman, fourth.

“[Spirit Week] was awe-
some; it had fun activities, and
we got to do a lot of stuff we
wouldn’t usually do,” said Joy
Li (11) in an opinion shared by
many. •


