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Gurung Jerai! Middle School Banzai !
By : Andy Jung

On August 13™ and 14™, the 7th
and 8th grade middle school students went
on a retreat to the Gunung Jerai Resort. Four

vans full of middle school students drove
across Penang bridge, went 60 km north, 20
km up a hill, and arrived at the resort! Stu-
dents noticed that the trees are shorter in
height at the top of the mountain. Students
thought the weather at the Gurung Jerai Re-
sort was really cold. Josh Friesen (7") said,
“The weather at the resort was nice and
cool. The night time weather was really
nice.”

After a lunch of ham, tomato, let-
tuce sandwiches, juice, and chips, students
settled into their rooms. Most students
thought the rooms were ok. They had high
ceilings and attached bathrooms. Although
the rooms were small, most students thought
the beds were really nice. Some rooms had
double beds which students really com-
plained about. It seemed that every room
had a bad part. Michael Mah’s (7) room had
a broken toilet flusher. Hung Yi Song (8)
said, “The water in our shower only came
out cold or hot,” and water didn’t even
come out in some rooms!

After participating in group activi-
ties later in the afternoon, students enjoyed
some free time. A group of people hiked to

The New Kids on the Block

If you walked by the Mid-
dle School building in the mornings, you
would find the students talking, digging
through their lockers, or frantically trying to
finish forgotten homework. If you looked
closer though, you would notice that there is
something different about the students. Yes,
the 8™ graders from last year have graduated
and there is a new set of 6™ graders, but
something is still different. The 5™ graders
have joined the middle school.

Mr. Smith, the MS principal, says
that 5™ graders joined the middle schoolers
this year for a few reasons. “Moving to mid-
dle school allowed the 5™ graders to learn
from three specialist teachers,” he says. Also,
they experience a traveling schedule in the
afternoon after spending the morning with
Mrs. Sheddan who teaches them Social Stud-

Buses travel up the road up Gurung Jerai.

a nearby waterfall. When they returned, hikers
reported that the water felt like it was around 2
degrees. Hiking to the waterfall was easy, but
coming back was difficult. The hikers had to
walk through thickets of trees and climb over
rocks before they found the stairs which led to
the resort. Chet Bright (6) commented, “The
hike was really fun. I liked going through the
forest but it was real stupid how we got lost.
The waterfall was freezing but I still had fun.”
In the late afternoon, seventh and
eighth graders met at the conference room
where they got into their SAT groups to partici-
pate in activities. During this time, 7th. and
(see Middle School Banzai continued on p.4)

By: Anne-Claire Ruh

Mrs. Sheddan teaches Language Arts and Social Studies
to the 5th and 6th graders. She also teaches Bible 6.

Studies and English.

Another reason for moving the 5™
graders to Middle School is that they now get
to have homeroom with Mrs. Sheddan. “It’s an

( see Kids, continued on page 5)




Gurung Jeral

On the first Friday of the
school year, the 7" & 8" graders took
four vans to the Gunung Jerai resort
high up in the mountains of Kedah.
The vans drove up the side of the
mountain (which can be seen across
the strait from the school), and stu-
dents were glad they were riding in
vans because buses wouldn’t have
made it around the hair pin turns.

After the students reached the
resort, lunch was served in the form of
sandwiches, juice, chips and apples.
Afterwards, students gathered to re-
ceive their room keys, find out who
their roommates were, and settle in
their rooms. Then they gathered in the
conference room to discuss activities.

Students divided into their
SATs and went to different activities.
Mrs. Gross had a bingo activity; Mr.
Brokaw had musical games and a hu-
man knot. Mr. Liss made students try
to go over an “electric wire” and walk
without parting their feet from their
teammates’. Mr. Holden and Mr.
Robertson sponsored the ever popular
“Ultimate Ayam (chicken)”. With
Miss Jansen, students participated in
‘trust activities’ and made another
human knot. Mr. Robertson and Mr.
Holden both sponsored volleyball.

After students completed these
‘bonding’ activities, they were al-
lowed an hour’s worth of free time.
Varied options for spending this time

Blast!!!!

were offered such as: more ultimate
chicken and capture the flag . A group of
students accompanied by Mr. Brokaw, Mr.
Robertson, Mr. Holden, and Miss Jansen
hiked to a nearby waterfall.

After a while, the going got rough
and moving forward took problem solving
skills. When they finally reached the wa-
terfall, everyone except Hung Yi (8), Mi-
chael Mah (7), and Reka Kolkman (7), Mr.
R, and Mr. B. waded into the small, rocky
pool at the waterfall’s base. Chet Bright (7)
said his favorite part of the hike was: “Free
climbing the cliff,” meaning that he
climbed a short, yet steep cliff on the way
back to the resort.

After dinner, all the students gath-
ered in the conference room for worship
and a sermon by “Friar Tuck”. He related
some embarrassing moments from his past
to emphasize the need to help new students
fit in. Then students prayed and were given
options for an activity. They chose night-
time capture the flag!

The nighttime game of capture the
flag was played boys vs. girls. The coun-
selors were on the girls’ team (except Mr.
Brokaw). In the first game the girls didn’t
suspect Mr. B and he sneaked the flag out
of their territory. For the rest of the follow-
ing capture the flag games, except one, the
boys won!

After the night games, students

retired to their rooms to enjoy one last hour

of free time before ‘lights out’.

On a Praiseworthy note !

Every B day during explora-
tory period Matthew Nguyen (7), Mi-
chael Mah (7), Tim Babcock (8), Edo
Budijanto (8), and Mr. Brokaw, the
band teacher, meet to prepare music
for MS Chapel worship.

This year, chapel is held
every other Wednesday during a pro-
gressively later period (19=A, 2"'=B,
etc.) The worship team begins the ser-
vice. Afterwards, Friar Tuck gives a
message. Some common songs the
worship team plays are “The Happy

Jenathan Brefow

99 ¢

Song”, “Romans 16:19 Says”, and, “Here
I am to Worship”.

It is possible that the worship team
might do an elementary MEW service.
Other than that, Mr. Brokaw is unsure of
other programs in which the MS Worship
Team might .present.

When asked why he chose to
play on the worship team, Michael Mah
(7) replied, “I chose it because I like play-
ing the drums.” Matt Nguyen (7) said he
chose Worship team “...because I like
bass.”

By: Jonathan Brokaw

Bright and early Saturday morn-
ing, students and chaperones packed up
and ate an outdoor breakfast of leftovers
and boxed juice. After breakfast, students
gathered at the vans, turned in their room
keys, and were photographed by “Friar
Tuck” for posterity. Then all but one van
drove to campus in “race style.”

The middle school trip involved
lots of planning. Mr. Holden alone spent
more than 24 hours over a two week pe-
riod looking for a location and planning
the trip itself. When asked what future
trips middle schoolers could do, Mr. Hol-
den said, “It basically depends on what
Stuco wants.”

Students from Mr. Holden’s SAT, the
Nerdz, do trust falls with Ms. Janssen at
Gunung Jerai.

Middle School Banzai

Continued from pg. 1
8th graders sang, performed skits, and
listened to Friar Tuck’s funny stories.
Min-Ji Kang (8) said, “The conference
room was really small. Everyone was
pretty much squished in.”

That night middle school stu-
dents ate a dinner of curry chicken and
rice. Benny Kim (7) said, “ I didn’t like
the purple jelly. The food at the CCC was
way better.”

The next morning, the middle
school students ate a breakfast of peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches and assorted
leftovers. Everyone packed their things,
returned their keys, and spent their last
minutes talking and playing. Then they
packed back into the vans they came in
and returned to school.
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JV Soccer Woes

There are 18 people on the JV
soccer team. From grade 9 are Gregory
Kolkman, Michael Whiting , Christopher
Kim, Sung-In Kang, and David Im. Mid-
dle school team members are Luke Dal-
ton (6), Joshua Strong (6), Axel Loehden
(7), Harry Mak (5), Bruce Mak (7),
Timothy Babcock (8), Matthew Nguyen
(7), Hung-Y1i Song (8), Deon Gouws (8),
Edo Budijanto (8), and Riley Mahoney
(8).

The JV soccer team played
against the Varsity boys September 10™
On September 11" they played against
the Chuang Ling, but unfortunately they
didn’t come, and on September 13" they
played against the George Town, unfortu-
nately the game is canceled and rear-
ranged to September 15, 2004.

Mr. Tuck said, “There are some
good ninth grade leaders in the team.

There will be more games going on, but
they are not lined up yet.”

In Malaysia there is not a set
soccer season, so it is a bit difficult to get
other schools to play. Coach Jerry Steiert
will still arrange for the teams to play a
few friendly games.

On the 20" of September, the JV
soccer team lost to Georgetown 4-0.

Riley said, “The JV soccer team
lost because of the field was muddy.”

Sung in Kang almost scored, but
when the soccer ball was in front of the
goal the ball unfortunately stopped.

The soccer team members
groaned, “It was so unfair!”

These are the final scores for JV
Tournament play:

Saturday, Chung ling 3-2
Saturday, Garden 0-0
Saturday, Uplands 2-0

Time Out for Intramurals

The 5™ and 6™ grade classes
have intramurals every Tuesday while
the 7" and 8™ graders have it every
Thursday. Intramurals start at 3:00 and
end at 3:35. For approximately the first
month of school , 5™ and 6™ graders will
play soccer and basket ball. Then they
will switch to something else.

Mr. Holden and Mr. Liss
picked the teams as fairly as possible.

By: Rolland Leung

They tried to put the same number of
boys and girls on each team. The teams
for 7" and 8" grade are the Cocoa Puffs,
Speedos, Don’t Care, and Something
Else. The 5™ and 6™ grade teams are

The first week of intramurals
was just an organizational week when the
different grades got to meet their team
leaders and make up team names.
A lot of people really liked the teams that

By: Sports Reporter Jason Hsiao

JV GIRLS SEE ACTION

On Tuesday, September 14th.,
the JV girls and the Varsity girls soccer
teams played a very exciting game.
The varsity girls beat the JV soccer
team with a final score of 7 to 1. The
JV girls scored one point because the
Varsity’s defense was weak at that
particular time during the game and
Tamara Herring (9) scored. According
to JV team members, the Varsity girls
played a very ‘hard forward’.

Mr. Holden and Mr. Liss organized.

Riley says “ I like intramu-
rals, but I think they should be
longer.”

Many middle school stu-
dents think the time for intramural
play should be increased. Most peo-
ple also said they liked how the
teams were picked. People believe
the teams were picked fairly.

What’s Your Preference ? - asurveyby Rolland Leung

This reporter surveyed middle
school students’ opinions of the new P
period. These are some of the results:

Nathan Rague (7) - “I think that P period
is awesome because we don’t have to do
academics and if we do, we are finishing
homework. My favorite P period activity
is intramurals, but I also like the other ac-
tivities. I chose Stuco because I think |
have some good ideas. I think I made good
choices for P period. I have a dream.”

Benny Kim (7) - “I think P period is good
sometimes but not all the time. I chose
Stuco because it is my favorite activity. |

like it because I like leadership. Last
year you could get the canteen key even
if you were not President or Vice Presi-
dent but now you cannot.”

Hung-Yi Song (8) -“I think P period is
sort of boring. My favorite activity is
intramurals. I chose Stuco because I
wanted to do something for the middle
school students. I did not like the
choices.”

Andy Jung (7) - “I think P period is a
good idea, better than last year’s
classes. My favorite activity for P pe-
riod is intramurals and Stuco. I chose

Stuco because I have never been in
Stuco, and I want to see what it’s like. I
liked the choices for P period.”

Jonathan Brokaw (7) - “I think P
period is an interesting and sometimes
fun topic. My favorite activities for P
period are the Friday activities and
intramurals. I chose study hall because
there were hardly any choices. I was
quit disappointed because I think there
were not enough choices.”

Joshua Wong (7) - “I think P period
is a period of fun and studying. I liked

(see Survey on p.6)
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Crafty Card Makers

Craft Club is a P period club
that enables students to make crafts and
cards for special occasions such as
birthdays and Christmas by using
unique techniques like stamping, paper
tearing and water marks, in addition to
special materials such as watercolor
pencils and crayons. Students learn how
to make different kinds of cards like
Christmas cards, birthday cards, and
friendship cards. Because the club is
offered during P period, the crafts are
not graded.

“I enjoy making crafts, so I
decided to have this club,” said Ms.
Hartson, the craft club teacher. Club

MS STUCO Elections and Beyond ...

With only one week left before
the middle school students took to the
polls, candidates put up last minute
posters and emotions ran high for all!
The MS student body waited with great
anticipation to hear their favorite candi-
date’s speech. When the long awaited
day arrived, candidates for STUCO
president, Andy Jung (7), Susheela
Meyyappan (8) , Nathan Rague (7),
Tanya Krishnamani (8), and Taemin
Kim(7) anxiously waited until p period
Friday, August 27" to give their cam-
paign speeches.

“I had too much homework so
I didn't prepare for my speech. I knew
Nate was going to win after I heard his

Did Anybody Say Water ???1!!

On Friday, September 17, all
dorm students were given the opportu-
nity to spend the day at Bukit Merah
Water Park. This park in particular is
notorious for “The Bubble” and “The
Boomerang”. With speakers blaring
and the occasional wail as another
brave soul took to the boomerang,
laughter and “tears of joy” abounded.
On this particular long weekend stu-
dents had a chance to kick back, relax,
and just get away from the stresses that
each week brings. After the long ride to
Ipoh, dorm students were more than
anxious to familiarize themselves with

By: Joshua Wong

members design the weekly project by
getting a mental picture of the project
first. Then they put their ideas together
and make the craft. Craft club offers
members opportunities to use their
imagination sto design each project.

“Craft Club is awesome be-
cause we get to do cool crafts,” said
Linnea Williams (7) when asked about
Craft Club.

Shama took over for Ms.
Hartson as the facilitator of Craft Club
on the 7™ of September. while Miss
Hartson was in Singapore at a work-
shop. She showed club members how
to make a gift bag out of a paper bag,
colored paper, and paint. Shama said

speech,” said presidential candidiate
Andy Jung (7)

When asked what changes he
thought should be made in the middle
school, Taemin (7) replied, “Middle
school needs to be livened up, and I
think that I’m the right person to do the
job.”

When asked what he felt
when he found out that he was elected
president, Nate (7) replied, “I was
afraid because I didn’t have any activi-
ties in mind.”

Nominees planned different
strategies to give their speeches. For
example Susheela Meyyappan (8) said,
“I used my own ideas to create my

this Friday adventure.

When asked about the park in
general Rami Lee (8) concluded with,
“The Wave Pool was fun, but the Bub-
ble absolutely dwarfed it.”

The theme of this tropical
water park is, of course, tropical.
However the park has another element
that makes it special that some would
think isn’t even possible: SAND!
Somehow someone had thought that
sand would make Bukit Merah Water

By:

members would be
disappointed.”

“I gave my paper
bag to Rami (8"
because she was in homework club that
day,” said eighth grader Annie Claire
Ruh.

In the future, the main project for
the students in Craft Club will be to co-
ordinate with Charity and Compassion in
making and distributing gift bags for
those less fortunate. The ideas used in
Craft Club are the teacher’s and are not
copied from other designs. Club mem-
bers agree that the best part about this P
period club is that they get to exercise
their creativity while having a fun time.

Hung Yi Song

speech.”

Naomi Matanick (8) won over
Benny Kim (7) for the Vice President’s
position.

The representatives of the fifth
and sixth graders were Nathan Danneker
(5), Jordan Strong (5), Jordan Nagel (5),
Harry Mak (5), Roc Wu (5), Joseph Kim
(5), Jeftery Hsiao (5), Akshay Krishna-
mani (6), Grace Walter (6), Melia Lu-
quin (6), and Lakshmi Meyyappan.

Students in STUCO meet every
Wednesday to plan activities for the mid-
dle school students. Mr. Holden is cur-
rently implementing activities to show
the STUCO students how to plan and
conduct activities.

By: Riley Mahoney

Rami Lee (8), Linnea Williams (7) attack

Park unique, and it has. With the com- the notorious “Bubble”

bined elements of both beach and wa-
ter park, it was the perfect long

weekend getaway.!
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Hey ‘Coach’... er... ‘Preacher" !

Dalat’s new Student Life Direc-

tor is Ryan, alias “Friar”, Tuck. He comes
from a very well known part of the world,

Canada. Born on the bridge between
Peachland and Kelowna, Mr. Tuck ex-
perienced firsthand the beauties of the
Okanogan Valley, a fruit growing region
in south central British Columbia, from
an early age. Growing up he learned to
appreciate this valuable orchard valley
and the adventure it brought as well.

Just before “Friar Tuck” entered
grade 1, he moved to the hockey crazed
city of Edmonton, Alberta. In Edmonton,
Mr. Tuck found it hard to concentrate on
school because his favourite team, the

Oilers lead by Wayne Greztky, captivated

all of his attention.

After completing the grueling
thirteen years of secondary school, he
entered the unnoticed profession of a car
mechanics at a local car dealership. Dur-
ing that time period between college and
high school, Friar Tuck experienced the
importance of working hard and being
independent in a very real way. He felt
that he’d been too sheltered going

New Faces at Chandler Dorm

This year at Dalat, we have a
lot of new faces. With the addition of
new students and Friar Tuck, our
“Spiritual Life Director,” there are some
new dorm parents. Janet and Jason Phil-
ips now watch over the 12 students who
live in Chandler Dorm near the Middle
School building.

Aunt Janet and Uncle Jason are
originally from Michigan. They used to
work at an international school in India,
but decided that Dalat would be a good
match for them. Aunt Janet and Uncle
Jason enjoy being dorm parents because
they like being able to be part of the
kid’s lives.

A day at Chandler begins with

Kids, continued. from p. 1

important time for them to make
choices,” she says. Mrs. Sheddan be-
lieves that this is the time for her stu-
dents to recognize their strengths and
weaknesses and make choices.

through high school, so that when he
graduated he had to learn the importance
and the stresses of providing for himself.

Before coming to Dalat Interna-
tional School Ryan was a youth pastor at
a church in Alberta, Canada. Friar Tuck
and his wife were first presented with the
student life director job by Rob Teows,
his pastor who was a good friend of Pas-
tor Craig Mackenzie. To them this was
an answer to prayer, since they had been
contemplating moving for a while. After
praying and talking about coming to
Dalat, while they decided that this was
what that next step would be.

When asked if he ever in his
life thought that he would experience
such a vast difference of culture as Ma-
laysia is to Canada, he answered, “After
I went to Portugal to see my wife-to-be,
we agreed that we wouldn’t mind living
overseas later on.” Ryan Tuck had met
his wife-to-be during his second year of
Bible College.

When asked about what he likes
regarding the different cultures’ foods
here in Malaysia, Mr. Tuck replied, “I

breakfast made at the dorm. Then, if
there’s time, there will be a quick devo-
tional or prayer. After the students return
from their day at school, the students
will have a quick snack and relax. Next,
they have supper and a study hall.

Aunt Janet and Uncle Jason
haven’t been here long enough to know
if their dorm does anything different
from the other dorms. “Our dorm is a bit
different because we have all high
school students, “says Aunt Janet.

They used to work at Hebron
School, an international school in India,
but decided that Dalat would be a good
match for them. At Hebron, the Philips
were PE teachers and dorm parents for

When sixth graders were
asked if they would have wanted to be
in middle school when they were in 5"
grade, the majority said yes. “YES!”
says Maliea Luquin (6). Beth Nguyen
(6) agrees, “Yeah, that would’ve been
cool.”

By: Riley Ma-

New Student Life Director, Ryan Tuck,
his wife, Shelly, the new Registrar.

can’t handle the extreme contrasts from
the food in Canada, but I have my fa-
vorites,” which remain mysterious.

When Friar Tuck is not busy
planning for the next chapel, he is
strategizing for the upcoming football
game. When asked what he thought
about soccer practice, Hung Yi Song
(8) responded, “I think we have an edge
over the other teams because of the
drills that he makes us do.”

By: Anne Claire Ruh

16 girls in the 11™ grade. The Phillips’
say that the biggest difference between
Dalat and their former school is that at
Hebron, 90% of the students live on
campus. Also, there the dorm parents
were teachers, too. In spite of being
busy, the staff there knew each other
really well.

Aunt Janet and Uncle Jason
enjoy being dorm parents because they
like being able to be part of the Chan-
dler students’ lives. “In the dorms, we
get to help the kids with all sorts of
things,” they say. In addition to helping
with homework, the Philips also cook
for them, take them shopping, and do all
kinds of activities with their dorm kids.

“The fifth graders are funny,”
adds Maliea when asked to comment
about the 5" graders.
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... And in the Ever Popular Food Studies Class...

By: Joshua Wong

Food Studies is
a very popular Explora-
tory class in which par-
ticipating students learn
how to cook. Students
learn how how to pre-
pare their favorite delicious treats such as
pizza, muffins, biscuits, salad, and cook-
ies. This class, taught by Mrs. Hansen,
gives students opportunities to experience

Survey , continued from p. 3

all the activities in p period. I chose study
hall so I can do my homework at school
rather than at home. I liked all the choices
in P period. I think they should have PC
game contests during P period.”

using relatively unfamiliar (for them)
cooking tools like frying pans, the oven,
and various types of pots. new food and
new ingredients.

Students learn about more than
just food. Some of the things other than
cooking which students learn about in
this class are cooking theories, kitchen
safety, and consuming food the right
way.

The maximum number of
people allowed to take the class at any
one time is 8 people because the class-
room for Food Studies is small.

“I think that my cooking
skills have increased a lot since I came
to Food Studies for my exploratory,”
said Nathan Rague (7).
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