
PARENT TIPS
 HOME LEARNING
FOR SUPPORTING 

Parents of Dalat Students,

At this point, Dalat has no indication that schools in our area will be closed. However, in light of recent news 
related to the COVID-19 virus, Dalat staff are working hard to prepare contingency plans that will allow learning 
to continue in the event that the situation requires our school to close. We are required to follow directives from 
the Ministry of Education and may have no choice at some point during this school year but to close our doors for 
some length of time. Dalat is committed to doing our best to continue to deliver high-quality instruction through 
a variety of instructional tools online. 

We have no way to anticipate when or how long school might be closed, so we are doing what we can to prepare 
for any scenario. An important step is making sure that our parent community is also thinking carefully about this 
along with us. There is no need for panic, but a thoughtful approach to what may happen will go a long way in 
the event that something does happen. Pray with us that school can continue as normal for the remainder of the 
school year and all of the planning will not be needed. Regardless, it is a good learning opportunity for our staff 
to practice delivery in a different way and we may see benefits even if school never closes. 

An important step in preparing is to make certain that school supplies, texts, and resources are carried home in 
case of a sudden school closure. This is particularly important as we look at the coming two-week spring break. 
Students must take texts, computers, and other school resources with them as they leave school so that in the 
event of a closure, they have the resources needed to continue learning.

Successful learning in this environment will require more significant investment and collaboration from parents. 
Please take a moment to read about some of the best practices and guidelines that we would encourage you all 
to help establish in your homes to empower your students to continue to learn in the event of a school closure.

Best Practices in the event of a closure
The best learning will take place if you take the time to develop an environment and a routine that is conducive 
to learning. Please do what you can to ensure the following steps are taken in your home.

Read carefully communication that is sent to parents from both administration and teachers. We will 
need your help reading our instructions and helping your students follow these carefully.

Follow a consistent schedule each day. Have this be very similar to your normal school schedule. Get 
out of bed at the same time, dress and shower when you normally would. Have breakfast as if you were 
headed to a normal day of school. Keep the same routines in your home to help students know that this 
is a school day.

Create a space that is suitable for learning and working. A desk is ideal, but a dining room table may 
work. Work to make the space comfortable and free of distractions. Make sure that items that are 
regularly needed are readily available (pencil, paper, calculator, books, power-points for computer 
plug-ins, etc.) Keep the workspace free of clutter. If possible, make this space public so that you can 
monitor it easily. DO NOT allow your students to simply work in their bedroom with the door closed.

Keep distractions at a minimum. Turn off phones and instant messaging. Do not allow other siblings to 
watch TV or movies in the background. All siblings should work at school at the same time if possible. 
Turn off instant messaging on the computer and disable pop-ups. Close any tabs or programs that are 
not needed at that moment.



Parents should support learning in grade-level specific ways. Be available to help. Encourage students to 
stay focused. Keep an eye on how your kids are spending time and redirect them to be productive. Do 
not allow important tasks to get put off or drag on. Read instructions from teachers together and check for 
understanding. Help your student with the technology so that it does not become a stumbling block that 
causes frustration or inhibits the learning process. Make it your family goal to finish school in a reasonable 
time and then schedule rest and leisure activities once the hard work is completed. 

Elementary School (Kindergarten-Grade 4) Specific Instruction
Online learning expectations for any given day will be based on the daily schedule and will be posted by 9:00 am 
on class Seesaw accounts. Weekly schedules, links, and additional resources can be found on our Online Learning 
web page (https://sites.google.com/dalat.org/dalat-es/home). 

It is also a link on the Dalat website. 

Teachers will communicate to students through Seesaw. On Seesaw, parents and students will find daily lessons 
with clear expectations about learning from core subjects as well as special classes (in accordance with that day’s 
schedule).

In general, students will be asked to either review previous material or learn new material.

As part of this process, students will complete work to submit to the teacher. Teachers will give feedback on larger 
tasks. 

Elementary School students are expected to complete eLearning daily in Reading, Writing, Grammar, Spelling, 
and Math as well as independent reading. Additionally, there will be regular Read Alouds provided to students for 
Library and Reading class. Homeroom teachers will post a weekly Bible lesson. ESL students will have additional ESL 
assignments. Students will receive required weekly assignments/activities from Specialist teachers through SeeSaw 
as well. 

Homeroom teachers will provide optional extension activities. Please note that these activities are not required. If you 
feel like the workload is inappropriate for your child, please contact your child’s teacher. There will be no additional 
homework provided.

Teachers will work with their colleagues to offer two Office Hours per school day.

This time is to respond to questions or concerns from students quickly. Your child’s teacher will notify families of their 
specific Office Hour times via Seesaw, email, and our Online Learning web page.



Please note that teachers will be working far more hours than these office hours. Planning, posting assignments, 
recording lessons, assessing, and communicating all take a considerable amount of time every day when we are 
engaged in eLearning as a community.

We have directed teachers to also designate times that they are not available, and they have 12 hours to respond 
to questions from students.

Setting Up for / Supporting Student Success at Home
Students will need:

Access to a reliable internet connected computer or iPad. Parents should contact the teacher and school 
principal in the eventuality that there is no device available for student use at home.

A responsible adult to facilitate the learning. Students may need varying degrees of support in accessing 
and approaching the learning tasks. An adult may need to facilitate much of the child’s learning, such as 
being at the child’s side to read, talk about and encourage learning. The younger the student, more adult 
support will be necessary to fulfill learning tasks.

A dedicated place to focus on their learning. (ex. desk, materials, timer, etc.)

Breaks and opportunities for breaks, exercise, creativity, family time and fun (as would happen in school!) 
(ex. a “home schedule” for e-learning).

To understand about expectations for participation and work completion. Please allow for time to reflect at 
the end of the day on what worked and what were the challenges.

To communicate questions or challenges directly to teachers and specialists. It is not expected that parents 
have the knowledge of teaching strategies, so please direct all questions to the teachers.

All K-4 students are expected to participate in online learning. In exceptional circumstances or illness, parents of 
students that are unable to participate should notify the school.

How to Login to SeeSaw
Two Methods: Laptop/Desktop or iPad/iPhone

If your child will be using a desktop or laptop computer, go to https://app.seesaw.me/#/login. 

1. Go to “seesaw.me” and sign in as a student

2. Choose “Seesaw for Schools Clever Sign-In

3. Click on “Log in with Clever Bagdes”

4. Choose to scan your QR. You may need to allow access to your camera.

5. Success with logging in with QR!

6. Complete your work in Seesaw. When you are finished, click on your name in the top left of the window. 
Click on the gear and choose sign out. 

If students do not sign out on a shared device, it will not log in properly for the student or a sibling if at home.
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If your child will be using an iPad or iPhone, download the SeeSaw Class app and Clever app iOS (not currently 
supported on Android devices).If using an Android, go to 

  

Log in through the Clever App and Sign out through SeeSaw each time. 

Log In >Clever and Sign out >>Seesaw (This is very important if there are siblings at time.)

1. Open the “Clever” app/icon

2. Scan your Clever Badge (QR Code)

3. Success with QR!

4. Choose Seesaw and the Seesaw app will open

5. Complete your work in Seesaw. When you are finished, click on your name in the top left corner of the 
window. Next, click on the gear and choose the sign out option. If you have a sibling, this will allow them 
to then start the process over by logging in with CLEVER.

Log In >Clever and Sign out >>Seesaw
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Online Learning Website

Access our Online Learning website for: 
• General School wide announcements
• Weekly schedules
• Links to Online learning resources
• Additional activities 
• Office Hours 

https://sites.google.com/dalat.org/dalat-es/home 
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