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EDUCATION FOR LIFE
Dalat International School seeks to provide an education that goes beyond 
pure academics. Education for life trains the next generation to be people of 
character, integrity, and compassion and prepares them to make a positive 
impact on the world, whatever their career choice and wherever they live.

Dalat has been an accredited school with both the Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI) and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) for 
more than 35 years. Last year the school completed a self-study, required every six years, 
and we hosted two visiting accreditation teams. 

The first team evaluated the progress we made in completing the recommendations made 
six years ago. We were proud to report that we had accomplished all of those goals. 
The second team evaluated a higher set of standards, called Exemplary Accreditation. 
Exemplary accreditation is only offered to schools who have shown success with primary 
accreditation and are ready to demonstrate further accomplishments.

We are delighted to report that we were granted both regular and exemplary 
accreditation! This makes Dalat the first international school in the world outside the 
US to earn ACSI’s exemplary status. The process of meeting the standards caused us to 
reflect on and improve many of our practices. In addition to the recognition received, the 
exemplary program challenged us to become a better school.

Work is now in process to complete a boarding program self-study, which includes 
hosting another accreditation team. This program has a separate set of standards to 
meet, and again the process is challenging us to improve.

We will begin to accomplish the recommendations left by the visiting teams,  including 
the full mapping of biblical worldview integration, as well as the development of ways to 
assess the effectiveness of our Flagships and Student Outcome Statements (SOS). Then 
we’ll assess current staffing levels and expectations in light of recent school-wide growth, 
examining the teacher-student ratio, staff work-load, staffing of extra-curricular activities, 
and staff member care programs, to enhance teacher retention. 

Many thanks to parents and staff who served on committees and met with the visiting 
teams for your support throughout the accreditation process.  

Shawna Wood
Deputy Head of School

MISSION
Education for life founded 
on a biblical worldview.

VISION
Our students will know God and 
impact their world for His glory.

A C C R E D I TAT I O N 
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At Dalat, an education isn’t just about academics. It’s about preparing for life.

For 90 years, Dalat has invested in the lives of children and their families, preparing 
students with an education for life founded on a biblical worldview. If you take a look 
back at Dalat’s rich history, you’ll see that those ideals have been in place from the 
beginning. 

The story begins in 1929, when Dalat took root from one family’s commitment to 
their children’s well-being and success. E. F. and Marie Irwin and their three children 
had come to French Indochina (now known as Vietnam) to serve God as missionaries. 
But there were no education options there for the children. 

With the support of their church in Toronto and the permission of the Christian 
& Missionary Alliance (C&MA), a campus was established in the cool highlands of 
French Indochina to develop a school for children of missionaries.

The C&MA sent Miss Armia Heikkinen, a teacher from the United States, to work 
at the new campus. There, Dalat School was born. Miss Heikkinen first taught three 
students; eventually more children and staff joined the school. 

When World War II set in during the 1940s, the French Vichy government ordered 
missionaries and Dalat students placed under house arrest. For three months they 
were confined to the school campus, then transferred to a Japanese internment 
camp in a city south of Saigon until the end of the war. When they were finally able 
to return to Dalat, classes resumed at the Villa Alliance campus. 

In 1954, French colonial rule of the country ended and Vietnam was established with 
a communist north and a non-communist south (where Dalat School was located). 
A simmering civil war began immediately. Eventually it became too dangerous for 
classes to continue at Dalat. On April 19, 1965, four U.S. military planes evacuated 
the entire school to Bangkok, Thailand. For nine difficult months, Dalat School held 
classes in the American Club in Bangkok. The facilities didn’t work well as a school so 
administrators quickly found another location in the Cameron Highlands of Malaysia. 

Students and staff adapted to the Cameron Highlands, but found the campus to be 
isolated and small, and the student body was soon bursting at the seams. 

Administrators looked for a more practical location, and on April 19, 1971 — six 
years to the day from when the school abruptly moved from Vietnam to Thailand — 
Dalat leased the Sandycroft property in Penang, Malaysia. 

D A L AT  H I S TO R Y
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In August 1971, 192 students began classes for the first time at Dalat School in Penang, 
Malaysia. Penang had so much to offer Dalat. The airport was convenient. The school’s 
coaches and athletes enjoyed the local sports program, and the choir and drama club 
gained new opportunities to perform. This seaside campus provided room to grow, and 
over time, facilities were added.

In 1999, Dalat became an independent school after the Christian & Missionary Alliance 
decided to discontinue its management role. Three years later, the school name was 
changed to “Dalat International School.” Until the early 2000s, the students numbered 
about 250. In 2006 that number began growing when Malaysian students were allowed 
by the Ministry of Education to attend international schools. 

Today, the school has about 700 students from 23 countries. 

Despite the metamorphosis of the school, Dalat’s legacy — to provide an education for 
life — continues on in very tangible ways. As we continue building on that foundation, 
the impact of Dalat’s great heritage will be felt for generations to come.

John “Tommy” Tompkins (the student pictured right), a beloved English teacher and Dalat 
alumnus, has been part of the school community for most of his life. Graduating in 1968, 
Tompkins attended at three of Dalat’s prior locations (Vietnam; Bangkok, Thailand; and 
Tanah Rata, Malaysia). He taught at Dalat for 39 years — from 1978 until retiring in 2017.

Did you know?
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Dalat’s four Flagships were established to represent  Dalat’s identity and articulate what we want to accomplish for our students. 
The Student Outcome Statements (SOS) more fully define the teaching objectives and learning expectations.

 

Sc
ho

la
rsh

ip
D

al
at

 in
sp

ire
s 

en
th

us
ia

st
ic

 li
fe

lo
ng

 le
ar

ne
rs

 w
ho

 
ar

e 
in

qu
isi

tiv
e,

 c
re

at
iv

e 
an

d 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t.

C
om

m
un

ic
at

es
Sk

ill
fu

lly

A Dalat student communicates skillfully by . . .
·	 asking meaningful and relevant questions.
·	 expressing themselves creatively and ethically through 

media and the arts.
·	 reading, writing and speaking fluently in English.
·	 conveying clearly their ideas and learning.

A Dalat student serves compassionately by . . .
·	 showing respect.
·	 giving generously of their time, talents, and finances.
·	 putting God and others above themselves.
·	 leading through positive choices and actions.
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y A Dalat student thinks innovatively by . . .
·	 demonstrating a growth mindset and exhibiting an in-

tellectual curiosity.
·	 being a self-directed goal oriented leaner.
·	 embracing new opportunities, taking risks, and over-

coming setbacks.
·	 reflecting critically and seeking creative solutions to 

every day challenges.

A Dalat student lives ethically by . . .
·	 caring for God’s creation.
·	 using technology appropriately.
·	 living a balanced and self-disciplined life.
·	 promoting equity and social justice.
·	 exhibiting integrity and honesty.
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Bi
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ly A Dalat student reasons biblically by . . .
·	 seeking the truth.
·	 understanding and applying God’s word.
·	 making wise decisions based on biblical truth.
·	 evaluating and articulating worldviews based on the 

bible.

A Dalat student collaborates effectively by . . .
·	 listening and giving feedback respectfully.
·	 being a flexible, adaptable and responsible team player.
·	 understanding other points of view.
·	 cooperating.
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A Dalat student grows spiritually by . . .
·	 showing gratitude.
·	 practicing habits of spiritual formation.
·	 pursing a relationship with Jesus Christ
·	 having a teachable attitude.
·	 participating in mentoring relationships.

A Dalat student connects authentically by . . .
·	 treating others with empathy & Christ-like love.
·	 building friendships with people of different cultures 

and generations.
·	 valuing and appreciating Malaysian culture.
·	 engaging constructively in the Dalat community.
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T E S T  R E S U LT S
MEASURES OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS
Dalat uses Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) standardized tests for K– Gr. 10. These assessments are unique in that they adapt to each student’s ability, accurately measuring 
what a child knows. In addition, MAP tests measure academic growth over time, independent of grade level or age. Most importantly, the results have practical application to 
teaching and learning, providing educators with timely information that guides instructional planning and school improvement.

Dalat’s MAP scores continue to land above the U.S. average and, in many cases, above the EARCOS international schools average. From the time Dalat began conducting MAP 
testing in 2011, scores have risen steadily. Average scores are reported by subject area and grade and compared with scores from EARCOS International schools and average 
scores of U.S. students.
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ACT RESULTS

AP RESULTS

SAT RESULTS

Dalat’s Advanced Placement (AP) program offers college-level curricula and 
examinations to high school students. Dalat offers multiple AP courses at the high 
school level, and Dalat students take an average of 3.3 AP classes during their time 
in high school. AP course exams are scored from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest. 

Scores from the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or the ACT are used to help 
determine acceptance into U.S. colleges and universities, and are a key component of 
the admission process.

Dalat’s Class of 2019 scored a composite average of 1256 (evidence-based reading 
and writing, 631; and math, 636) on the SAT. The U.S. national composite average 
score was 1059 (evidence-based reading and writing, 531; and math, 528). 
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Azusa Pacific University, United States
Baruch College CUNY, United States
Barnard College of Columbia University, 
 United States
Baylor University, United States
Berry College, United States
Bethel University, United States
Biola University, United States
Brandeis University, United States
California Baptist University, United States
Calvin University, United States
Campbellsville University, United States
Colorado State University, United States
Cornerstone University, United States
Dallas Baptist University, United States
DePaul University, United States
Emerson University, United States
Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands
University of Essex, United Kingdom
University of Exeter, United Kingdom
Fordham University, United States
Goldsmiths University of London, United Kingdom
Gordon College, United States
Grace College, United States
Grand Canyon University, United States
Guilford College, United States
Hofstra University, United States
University of Hull, United Kingdom
Imperial College London, United Kingdom
Iowa State University, United States
Jacobs University Bremen, Germany 
John Brown University, United States
King’s College London, United Kingdom
Knox College, United States

Lasalle College of Arts, Singapore
LeTourneau University, United States
Liberty University, United States
Maastricht University, Netherlands
Massachusetts College of Art and Design, United States
Monash University, Australia
Northeastern University, United States
North Georgia University, United States
Northwest University, United States
Nottingham Trent University, United Kingdom
Oklahoma Baptist University, United States
Oral Roberts University, United States
Ouachita Baptist University, United States
Pima Community College, United States
Point Loma Nazarene University, United States
Purdue University, United States
Queens University Belfast, United Kingdom
Seattle Pacific University, United States
Seattle University, United States
Southeastern University, United States
Sunway University, Malaysia 
SUNY Binghamton, United States
SUNY Fredonia, United States
SUNY Geneseo, United States
SUNY Korea, South Korea
School of Visual Arts, United States
Taylor University, United States
Texas Christian University, United States
Trinity Western University, Canada
University College London, United Kingdom
University of Adelaide, Australia
University of Bristol, United Kingdom
University of British Columbia, Canada
University of California Davis, United States

University of California San Diego, United States
University of California Santa Barbara, United States
University of California Santa Cruz, United States
University of Chester, United Kingdom
University of Colorado Boulder, United States
University of East Anglia, United Kingdom
University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom
University of Groningen, Netherlands
University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom
University of Illinois, United States
University of Leeds, United Kingdom
University of London, United Kingdom
University of Malta, Malta
University of Manchester, United Kingdom
University of Newcastle, United Kingdom
University of North Carolina Greensboro, United States
University of North Georgia, United States
University of Nottingham, United Kingdom
University of Reading, United Kingdom
University of Sheffield, United Kingdom
University of Surrey, United Kingdom
University of Sussex, United Kingdom
University of Sydney, Australia
University of Westminster, United Kingdom
Westmont College, United States 
Wheaton College, United States
William Carey University, United States

Fifty-eight members of the Class of 2019 graduated in June, and they were accepted to the following colleges and universities. 
(These results are self-reported by students prior to graduation, so this may not be a complete list):

C L A SS  O F  2 0 1 9
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According to the Times Higher Education World University Rankings.
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1. How would you rate the quality of education at Dalat?

달랏에서의 교육의 질을 어떻게‘ 평가하겠습니까?

请您估计Dalat的教育质量？

2. In your opinion, how well is Dalat preparing your student for university, college, 
or vocation after Dalat?

여러분은  자녀들이 대학 또는  취업 준비를 얼마나 잘 하고 있다고 
생각하십니까?

你认为您的孩子对假期或上大学的准备做得怎么样？

3. How satisfied are you with the course offerings?

개설된 강의 과목에 얼마나 만족하십니까?

您对Dalat所提供的学科滿意吗？

4. How would you rate the impact on your child’s life from teaching Christian 
values from the Bible?

성경으로 기독교의 가치를 가르침이 학생들의 인생에 얼마나 영향을 미치리라 
생각하십니까?

您觉得基督教徒圣经上所教导的价值对您孩子的生活有怎么样的冲击？

5. How would you rate the use of technology to enhance learning?

배움 증진을 위한 기술 사용에 대해서 여러분은 어떤 등급을 주시겠습니까?

您如何评估运用科技设施以加强学习的效果？

6. How would you rate your overall satisfaction with your child’s/children’s 
teacher/s?

담당교사와 그외 교사들에 대해 종합적인 만족도는 어느 정도로 
평가하십니까?

您对您孩子的老師的整体表现滿意吗？

This survey was conducted in May 2019. There were 253 surveys completed, including 
171 in English, 50 in Korean, and 27 in Chinese. 

This survey uses “Satisfied”  for questions with the “Excellent” or “Good” response. 
“Unsatisfied” is used for questions with the  “Fair” or “Poor” responses.

PA R E N T  S U R V E Y
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7. How would you rate the amount of homework your child has?

자녀들이 숙제 양에 대해서 여러분은 어떤 등급을 주시겠습니까?

您对于孩子的功课量有何意见？

22%     Too Little     너무 적다 太少
74% Right Amount    적당하다 刚好
4% Too Much     너무 많다 太多

8. How would you rate the quality of homework your child has?

자녀 숙제의 질을  어떻게 평가하십니까?

你觉得您的孩子的作业做得怎么样？

9. How do you feel about the physical and emotional safety of your child 
at Dalat?

달랏 학교에서의 신체적 그리고 감정적인 안전에 대해서 어떻게 
느낍니까?

你觉得您的孩子在学校里身心上的安全感怎么样？

10. How would you rate the school facilities?

여러분은 학교 시설물에  대해 어떻게 생각하십니까?

您怎么评估学校的设施?

11. How would you rate your feeling of being safe on campus for your child 
and family?

자녀와 가족을 위해 캠퍼스에서 안전하게 지내는 것에 대한 귀하의 
생각은 어떻습니까?

您如何评价您对孩子和家人在校园的安全的感觉？

12. How would you rate the quality of the extracurricular programs offered?

별도 제공되는 프로그램 질에 대해서 여러분은 어떤 등급을 
주시겠습니까?

您如何评估课外活动的素质？

13. How would you rate the quality of the sports programs offered?

스포츠 프로그램에 대해서 여러분은 어떤 등급을 주시겠습니까?

您如何评估各项体育项目的素质？

14. How would you rate the value for the price paid for the food in the cafeteria?

식당의 음식이 지불된 가격에 비해 어떻다고  평가하십니까?

您觉得学校餐厅的餐点价钱怎么样？

15. How well does Dalat meet the needs of your child academically?

달랏이 여러분 자녀의 학구적인 필요를 어느 정도 충족시켜 주나요?

Dalat在学术上是否能提供您孩子的需要？

16. How well does Dalat meet the needs of your child socially?

달랏이 여러분 자녀의 사회적 필요를 어느 정도 충족시켜 주나요?

Dalat在社交应对上是否能提供您的孩子的需要？

17. How well does Dalat support struggling learners; i.e., ESL, peer tutoring, and 
special services?

달랏은 얼마나 어려움을 겪고있는 학습자를 지원합니까? 즉 ESL, 또래 학습 및 
특별 서비스? 

Dalat 给予挣扎学习者的支持有多好; 即ESL，同伴辅导以及特殊服务？

18. How would you rate your child’s activity level at school?

학교에서 자녀의 활동 수준에 대해서 여러분은 어떤 등급을 주시겠습니까?

您如何评估各级的学校活动？

2% Too Busy 너무 바쁘다 太忙
91% Good Amount 적당하다 足够
7% Not Enough 너무 활동이 부족하다 须增加

19. Are you familiar with Dalat’s Child Protection and Safety Program?

여러분은 달랏 학교의 어린이 안전과 위기대응 프로그램에 대해서 
익숙하십니까?  

您了解Dalat对于您的孩子人身保护及安全措施吗？

20. How would you rate Dalat’s communication with your child (the student)?

달랏과 학생들과의 켜뮤니케이션을 어떻게 평가하십니까?

您如何评估Dalat与学生的沟通？
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21. How would you rate Dalat’s communication with you (the parent)?

달랏과 학부모와의 커뮤니케이션을 어떻게 평가하십니까?

您如何评估Dalat与学生家长的沟通？

22. How familiar are you with the goals, mission, and vision of Dalat?

달랏이 추구하는 목표, 미션, 비전에 얼마나 익숙하십니까?

您对Dalat的目標、使命和愿景有多了解？

23. How well is Dalat achieving its mission and vision statements?

얼마나 달랏 학교가 목표와 사명을 잘 이루어 가고 있습니까?

你对Dalat实现其办学宗旨和愿景的满意度？

24. According to expectations from the Student Outcome Statements (SOS), how 
are Dalat students meeting these goals? 

학생 성과 보고서(SOS)의 기대치에 따라,  달랏 학생들은 어떻게 이 목표들을 
달성할까요?

对于今年学校的主题 Student Outcome Statements (SOS), Dalat学生如何达成
目标设定？

25. How confident do you feel about Dalat’s future?

달랏의 미래에 대해 얼마나 자부심을 갖고 있습니까?

您对Dalat的未來有多自信？

26. How would you rate the sense of community at Dalat?

달랏의 커뮤니티를 어떻게 평가하십니까?

您觉得Dalat 在社区的服务如何？

27. Do you feel welcome at Dalat?

달랏에서 환영받고 있다고 느끼십니까?

您在Dalat感觉受欢迎吗？

28. How would you rate the cooperation and interactions of nationalities?

다른 국적의 자녀들과의 협력과 상호 작용에 대해서 여러분은 어떤 등급을 
주시겠습니까?

您如何评估不同国籍的合作与互动？

79

83
82

81

90

97
Y E S

81
PERCENTAGE
SATISFACTION

68
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29. Would you recommend Dalat to your family and closest friends?

가족이나 가까운 친구들에게 Dalat을 추천하실 생각이신가요?

您是否会推荐Dalat给您的家人和亲密的朋友？

30. Do you think Dalat students make a positive impact outside of our school?

달랏 학생들이 학교 밖에서 긍정적인 영향을 준다고 생각하세요?

您认为Dalat 学生在校外有正面的影响吗?

31. How would you rate your overall satisfaction of Dalat?

달랏에서 전체적인 만족도는 어떻게 평가하고 싶으신가요?

您如何评估Dalat的整体满意度？

32. How would you rate the leadership of Dalat?

달랏의 리더쉽을 어떻게 평가하십니까?

您如何评估Dalat的领导层？

33. How well does Dalat administration listen and address your concerns?

달랏 학교 행정부서에서 얼마나 여러분의 관심을 듣고 설명한다고 
보십니까?

Dalat有没有倾听和解决您提出的问题？

34. How would you rate Dalat against other international schools around the 
world?

전세계의 국제학교와 비교하여 달랏을 어떻게 평가하십니까?

您如何评估Dalat在世界各国国际学校的地位？ 

35. How would you rate Dalat’s reputation in Penang?

페낭에서 달랏의 평판은 어떻다고 생각하세요?

您怎么评估Dalat 在槟城州的声誉?

36. How would you rate the value you receive for the price you pay at Dalat?

달랏에 지불하는 만큼의 대가를 받고 있다고 평가하십니까?

您如何评估您的孩子在Dalat所付出的学费与所接受到的教育？

37. How long have you been a part of the Dalat community?

달랏 커뮤니티에 얼마나 오랫동안 관여해 왔습니까? 1 년 미만, 1-2 년, 3-5 년, 5 년 
이상

您成为Dalat社區多久？少於1年， 1到2年， 3到5年，過超5年

• Less than 1 year – 28%
• 1–2 years – 21%
• 3–5 years – 25%
• More than 5 years – 26%

38. Where is your home country located?

당신의 모국은 어디입니까? 북아메리카, 아시아, 유럽

您的祖国在哪里？北美洲，亞洲，歐洲

• North America – 22% 
• Asia – 66%
• Europe – 6%
• Other – 6% 

92

84

77

84

95

82

93
Y E S

94
Y E S

PERCENTAGE
SATISFACTION

In 1962, during the Vietnam War, former Dalat dorm parent Archie Mitchell was 
captured with two other missionaries by the Viet Cong and never seen again. His 
wife, Betty, continued working in Vietnam and was herself captured by the Viet 
Cong in 1975, but later released.

Did you know?
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HEAD OF SCHOOL

 
For 12 years the annual parent survey has been an integral part of Dalat’s efforts to improve and encourage healthy communication 
between parents and the school. We believe wholeheartedly that all organizations can improve and should intentionally pursue continued 
growth. However, improvement is only possible if we ask for honest feedback and make an effort to assess the quality of the program. 
This survey helps us do that.

In our most recent survey, I am excited to see participation dramatically increase over the previous survey by over 100 responses. This 
is so important because the more participation we have, the more accurate the feedback is for our programs. The majority of questions 
showed an increase in satisfaction by parents. 

Two areas stood out for me that need our attention. One is in the area of community, as two of the questions demonstrated a decrease 
in satisfaction. The other area is related to extracurricular programs. We have seen considerable growth in what the school offers over 
the last four years, but we need to consider the feedback specific to these new programs.

Finally, I am pleased to see positive responses to the quality of education we offer (91%), our reputation in Penang (95%), overall 
satisfaction (92%), and that parents feel welcome (97%) on campus. These are encouraging and healthy indicators for Dalat. Thank you 
for taking the time to tell us what you think about the service we provide for your family.

RESIDENCE LIFE
Dalat’s boarding program has been a distinctive, community-building asset since the school’s inception. Providing a safe, nurturing, and 
fulfilling home-like environment is our goal so that dorm students receive education from a position of holistic wellness and eagerness. 
We desire that families who entrust their children to Dalat feel confident that not only are basic needs met, but that they also flourish 
and experience community through the loving care of dorm staff and families.

Our survey responses show that 97% of parents share that your child feels welcome at Dalat. You tell us that over 90% of your students 
feel safe while on campus, which indicates that our community responds well to newcomers and that we care for and protect one 
another, as healthy communities should. Safety and openness are often at odds with each other, so high responses in each category are 
very encouraging.

The recent dorm facility upgrades enabled our philosophy of nurturing and hospitality to enhance the boarding program and rhythms of 
daily life. The boarding staff work closely with school administration to align our expected outcomes in the lives of students. In each of 
Dalat’s four flagships, the boarding program collaborates to assist students to set goals and pursue development that will benefit them 
here and guide them into adulthood. One of our goals is to increase parent involvement in their student’s growth and development. Our 
vision is for home and school to align closely so students can reach their highest potential. That is education for life.

D A L AT  L E A D E R S H I P  S U R V E Y  R E S P O N S E

KARL STEINKAMP 

VALERIE & BRIAN WEIDEMANN
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Elementary has started the school year with great joy. The new playgrounds, balcony slide, and increased play breaks have brought laughter 
and excitement to our area. Our playgrounds were designed to ignite imagination and provide physical challenge. The new amphitheater 
allows for outdoor learning as well as a place for children to run up and roll down a gentle mound. With increased play options such as 
playgrounds, fields, basketball courts, and play equipment, our students are taking full advantage of the 70 minutes of outdoor recreation 
time every day. Likewise, it has been a delight to have preschool join us in our newly renovated classrooms, and we are thankful for our 
new lockers and aqua marine color scheme.  

From the parent survey, we are pleased that parents continue to report high levels of satisfaction with the amount of homework given. 
We noted that parents expressed concern for the quality of homework assigned. In response, a parent homework survey in English, 
Mandarin, and Korean was given this year to get more information. With the information gleaned, we look forward to implementing 
positive changes to the overall quality of our homework. 

Every school year, we look for new and exciting opportunities to introduce to our Kids Interest Clubs. We have included rhythmic 
gymnastics, cooking, tee-ball, reader’s theater, and much more. Parents continue to request language-based clubs such as Mandarin and 
Bahasa, and we will explore ways to accommodate these requests. KICs programs, however, feature activities that are of primary interest 
to students, so we seek to foster after-school programs that balance the desires of parents but also encourage creativity, friendship, and 
fun. 

Thank you again for your continued feedback. Your partnership makes a tremendous difference in the elementary school. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Middle school has “come into the light” with new school improvements! The middle school not only gained a new skylight, but also 
remodeled bathrooms and new  classrooms and labs. These additions bring new energy to the middle school area. Other improvements, 
like the new basketball goals and playground area, have provided more spaces to encourage students to build social skills. 

From the parent survey, middle school learned that we have a strength in communicating with parents. We strive to effectively communicate 
with parents by teaching students how to take responsibility for their own communication by completing and using their agendas and 
PowerSchool. Also from the survey, we learned that most families are satisfied with the amount of activities provided for middle school. 
We are continuing to improve D league and X blocks to provide the best quality activities. In the classroom, teachers work together to 
plan major assignments so that the student workload is balanced.

I truly appreciate your continued feedback. This partnership strengthens the middle school team’s ability to meet your student’s needs. 

SHANTEL SEEVARATNAM 

TRESSA WHITE
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HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
It was good to start the 2018-19 year as HS settled into the Harbor building, enjoying the opportunities that this space creates to build 
community. We added time each week on the Deck to meet as a community, called All Hands On Deck (AHOD). This time helps draw 
our HS community together with opportunities for announcements, games, silliness, and fun. In 2019-20 the implementation of the 
Principal’s Advisory League (PAL), a selected group of student leaders who meet weekly to assess the high school climate and culture and 
advise the principal on policy and community events, is also intended to build community. 

From the survey, we noted that for most students the homework load seemed appropriate, but there were some concerns that students 
miss a lot of class time for school trips. We instituted a policy to protect both teachers and students, limiting students to a maximum of 
three “major” trips each year. We also instituted the “Track-It-Forward” program to help students record all of their activities. As a result 
of your feedback, we added an Entrepreneurship class to help students learn the basics of starting and running a small business. Another 
addition to the HS program is the use of student portfolios. These give students a place to save and reflect on exemplary work, and give 
the guidance department a place to share resources that better prepare students for the university application process.

Space does not allow me to address all of the changes and adjustments that we have done based on the feedback shared in the survey. I 
do appreciate the good input that each of you gave through the surveys as we work to improve our school. 

Missionaries Herb and Lydia Jackson were the first directors and dorm parents 
of Dalat, a role they kept for 20 years. “Uncle” and “Aunty” Jackson fostered a 
family-like environment for the children and frequently took them into jungle 
villages to serve and bless the local people.

BRIAN BREWSTER

Did you know?
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D A L AT  S TA F F
One of Dalat’s greatest assets is the staff, well-known for their teaching expertise and 
personal care for students. Staff members provide extra help in classes, take on numerous 
activities to make Dalat a unique place, and are willing to meet with students one-on-one. 
Our staff take seriously the call to provide children with an education for life, and seek 
opportunities beyond the classroom to teach, mentor, and coach students to impact 
their world.

Residence Life Sta� 

Part-time Teaching Sta�

Full-time Teaching Sta�

Administrative Sta� 14

National Sta� 70

59
10
8

TOTAL EXPAT STAFF
FOR 2018-19 91

Other

Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Education

Master of Arts

37
25
33
5

%
STAFF QUALIFICATIONS

EXPAT & NATIONAL STAFF

“I love how everyone from the coaches to the admin to the teachers are ready 
to connect and mentor our kids. On top of this ‘heart,’ you are professional, and 
what you do you do with excellence and enthusiasm, and we have watched you 
volunteer extra hours all the time.” 

— Scotty Wisley, alumnus and former Dalat parent
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DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
REPORT ON COMMUNITY BUILDING
The department focused the 2018–19 school year on identifying authentic and relational ways to communicate with and engage families and alumni, internally and externally, with the 
school. 

• The website now includes new ways to connect and share information using responsive design for mobile devices and an Admissions chat box for real-time support, and added 
supports on a redesigned alumni web page.

• Expanded social media tools for integration and information sharing.

• Redesigned e-news tools, including Dalat News, PrayerFuel, and Education for Life in Action, with new features integrated through social media for easy access.

REPORT ON GIVING

ANNUAL FUND 2018

With a successful Capital Campaign behind us and beautiful new buildings opened, the Dalat community returned to holding an Annual Fund in October/November of 2018. Together, 
families, staff, students, alumni, and friends raise identified needs and rallied to purchase equipment, program support, and enhancements that couldn’t be accomplished through tuition 
alone. Thank you to all for supporting education for life for every Dalat student! 

Total amount raised: RM 203,486

MK EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND

The Missionary Kid Education Endowment Fund was established to build a source of support that will offset the rising costs of educating students of parents serving in missions 
worldwide. With donations from near and far, we’ll grow a large fund generating the interest income needed to support missionary families every year.

New gifts in 2018–19: RM 24,394
Interest Income: RM 3,087
Current fund balance: RM 122,975 

ALUMNI STUDENT TRAVEL FUND

With a focus on giving to benefit current students, Dalat alumni established a fund to assist families who are challenged to pay 
for sports, music, and missions travel for their students.

New gifts in 2018–19: RM 4,600
Travel assistance provided: RM 2,860
Current fund balance: RM 3,448

If you wish to make a gift to support the students, please contact Director of Development Cheryl Franceschi at cfranceschi@dalat.org.

Mr. George Gregg, 
Mr. Harvey of the Christie 
Biscuit Company, and the 
Jaffray family of the Toronto 
Globe and Mail each gave 
generously to build a school 
in 1929. 

Did you know?
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F I N A N C E
• In 2018–2019 Dalat’s student numbers soared to a new high while at the same 

time getting closer to the school’s student capacity. Again, the increase in enrollment 
provided the financial means for the school to deal with inflation, special campus 
development projects, and making all the new improvements possible for the next 
year. 

PERCENTAGE GROWTH IN REVENUE

• In the 2018-19 school year, manpower costs accounted for more than 64% of school 
expenses while educational expenses, administrative expenses, operating expenses, 
and other expenses accounted for the balance. Of this, educational expenses saw an 
increase of over 28% year-to-year, while cafeteria expenses increased by over 11% 
and boarding expenses by more than 8% during the same period.

CATEGORIES OF EXPENSES

YEAR-TO-YEAR EXPENSES COMPARISON

Cafeteria

Boarding

Other

Salaries

Facilities

Admin.

Educational 2017-2018 2018-2019

• While the school took a break from major construction projects, funds were 
channeled to other non-construction areas: facilities upgrade, new equipment, and 
campus improvement projects.

• The Malaysian government continues to make changes to education, tax, 
employment, and immigration laws, and we as a school do our best to adapt to 
these changes, most of which involve financial ramifications. 

• As Dalat’s student numbers begin to plateau and we rely solely on income from fee 
adjustments from year to year, the school must think more strategically to further 
improve efficiencies, increase donated income, and do more with fewer resources. 

In 1985, Dalat teacher and soccer coach Robert “Bob” Carter drowned 
while rescuing a student on a field trip. The Student Center, built in 1988, 
is dedicated to his memory.

Did you know?
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D E PA RTM E N T  R E P O RT S

ADMISSIONS  

• Dalat continued to grow, finishing the 2018–19 school year with 699 students enrolled.

• We started the 2019–20 school year with 110 new students enrolled; 5 returning 
students were welcomed back. The total enrollment is 702, or 97%  capacity.

• Throughout its growth, Dalat has maintained its diversity. The current student body 
represents 24 nationalities; the largest nationality is American (U.S.A.), with Malaysian a 
close second.

SPIRITUAL LIFE  

• During the spring 2019 Missions Emphasis Week (MEW), local speakers shared their 
stories and challenges. Parents David and Doris Strong and Dorm Staff Brian and Val 
Weidemann shared their own journeys of faith and principles of living a missional life. 
Parent Craig Davis shared from his experience in missions, challenging our community 
to live according to God’s standards of success and not the world’s model of education 
solely for the purpose of gaining material wealth. During this week, Dalat held its first 
high school service day. Student-inspired, every HS student served at local hospitals, 
nursing homes, and schools. This had an incredible influence on our community as we 
saw the needs of those in our local context up close and personally.

• During the fall 2018 Spiritual Emphasis Week (SEW), Anthony and Stephany Croft 
came from Indonesia to speak to the Dalat community. They challenged students to 
see how God’s “Thread of Grace” runs through the entire Biblical story and our lives. 
This SEW featured 12th grade students sharing “senior stories,” student worship teams, 
dramas, and even a performance by Dalat’s dance group.

• Dalat’s mentoring program continued to grow, as approximately 60 students meet with 
teachers and staff regularly in relationship for discipleship.

• A Leadership Development class had 15 students in its first year. Students led activities 
on campus such as small groups, Impact trips, and worship.

• Through their Bible classes, every high school student is involved in a small group on 
Fridays. Led by teachers, staff, and parent volunteers, a huge impact is made on our 
campus. Students are becoming more authentic with each other in a place that is safe 
to share ideas, stories, and doubts.
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IMPACT    

• The Impact service-learning program grew to four trips serving in three countries with 
64 student participants. 

• Each trip provided a unique service-learning experience, including operating kids’ camps 
in southwest Thailand, working in children’s homes in Manila, engaging with at-risk youth 
in Indonesia, and getting muddy with community development projects in northern 
Thailand. 

• Students learned about Christ-like service and cross-cultural adaptation as they trained 
for two months to prepare for their specific trip.

• Upon returning, each team shared their stories with the community with the community 
during Friday chapels, small groups, Senior Scribble, and other platforms. 

• The experience of training, serving, and reflecting before, during, and after each trip 
produced significant transformation in each participant, reflecting Dalat’s vision to see 
students know God and impact the world for His glory.

FINE ARTS  

Dalat students celebrated their God-given talents through music, drama, and art:

• Kindergarten–Grade 4 students performed during a Christmas concert; Grades 2–4 
performed at the Fine Arts Festival concerts collaborating with the art department.

• Many Dalat students took part in community concerts and competitions, including 
Penang Primary Performing Arts Carnival (PPPAC) and Penang’s Got Talent, with Dalat 
students winning first and second place. 

• Dalat’s after-school Crescendo program performed its own Christmas musical. 

• The MS Band program officially reached 60+ members in each group, performing in 
various concerts throughout the year.

• The HS Concert Band, HS Choir, Show Choir, HS Jazz Band, and Men’s Ensemble 
performed in various concerts throughout the year.

• The HS Concert Band and HS Choir participated in regional events, including the 
Massed Band Festival at International School Bangkok, the ACSC Honor Band Festival in 
Manila, and Bangkok International Choral Festival.

• Two students were finalists in Malaysia’s AIMS Young Musicians Competition.

• The Jazz Band performed by invitation at the Penang International Jazz Day Festival. 
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• A Music Recital featured 30 students of all ages. 

• Dalat drama presented two major productions: student-written murder mystery To 
Kill a Murderer, with 20+ students in the cast and crew, and Broadway musical You’re a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown, with 20 students in the cast and crew.

• RLT players performed their first show, Stories of Christmas, in the new Harbor Hall. 
Twelve student actors participated; the Dalat Dance club presented a routine. 

• During Fine Arts Festival, various art students performed a speed painting demonstration, 
sketched impromptu caricatures of people in the community, and sold an original card 
game, Out of the Box, featuring their own artwork. 

 
DISTANCE LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER  

• In 2018–19, the Distance Learning Resource Center (DLRC) served about 50 students 
from 25 families.

• 25 DLRC students participated in after-school activities; two audited classes.

• Over 3,000 resource volumes are available in the DLRC library.

• DLRC published a monthly resource letter (news, articles, curriculum reviews, science 
experiments, art ideas, writing ideas, etc.) now archived for easy access.

• Through the DLRC, Dalat partnered with a small school of children from Mission 
Aviation Fellowship (MAF) families in Tarakan, Indonesia. The DLRC served this school 
with consultation for 10 families and teachers, curriculum development, and testing.

• In partnership with Asia Education Resource Consortium (AERC), the DLRC also 
served families throughout the region who needed resources or consultation in making 
educational decisions for their children.

ONLINE EDUCATION  

• Dalat offered external online courses by the following providers: The VHS Collaborative, 
Sevenstar Academy, Northstar Academy, Fuel Education, Keystone School, University of 
Nebraska High School, and BC Online School, a division of Heritage Christian School 
Online.

• 163 students took 44 different online courses, including courses with an outside provider 
and a Dalat in-house online course.

• 38 students enrolled in 31 different external courses with an outside provider. Nine of 
those students took an Advanced Placement (AP) online course, which amounted to 
five different AP courses in all.
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• Online courses provided in-house by Dalat staff on DISCourse included Bahasa 3, 
Exploring Technology Applications, Fundamentals of Music Theory, Introduction to 
Business, Digital Photography and Media, AP Psychology, and Psychology. Total student 
enrollment in these courses was 125.

TECHNOLOGY  
In the 2018–19 school year, the technology department focused on moving into the 
new Harbor building, outfitting the Harbor Hall, and renovating our wired infrastructure. 
Improvements were made in the following areas:

• Moved in and completed the Harbor building network, Wi-Fi, printers, projectors, 
speakers, and Journalism lab.

• Helped implement the new video system, networking, and computer system in the 
Harbor Hall.

• Upgraded the wired networking equipment on campus to add additional security, better 
management, and reduced costs.

• Hired another EdTech employee to improve our response time in helping students and 
staff.

• Planned and implemented the technical requirements needed for Dalat to become a 
computer-based ACT testing center.

• Improved internal data backup systems and external data storage to upgrade data 
security.

• Worked with the administration to help evaluate and implement a new service to help 
students track their service hours.

• Improved management of iPads in the ES and MS divisions.

• Created substitute teaching app to improve efficiency and communication for substitute 
teaching requests and the management of substitute teachers.
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FACILITIES  
The 2018–19 school year saw some great changes and additions to the facilities:

• Installation of a covered drop-off area for the elementary school.

• Renovation of the middle school buildings which included adding a skylight, renovating 
the boys and girls bathrooms, repairing flooring, replacing carpet, and adding a new 
science lab, principal's office, and counseling office.

• Added two new storage rooms under staircases s at both ends of the Harbor building.

A PURPOSE-BUILT FACILITY FOR OUR COMMUNITY
In 2018 the Harbor opened as part of Dalat’s campus development plan to upgrade 
the look and feel of the school. The three-level building includes high school classrooms, 
administrative offices, and an auditorium.

From the earliest planning stages, the Harbor was carefully designed to be purposeful 
in every way. Staff committees formed to make thousands of decisions. Students 
were interviewed. The Dalat community engaged at every level to make sure each 
choice was just right for our school. 

Ultimately, the Harbor has helped students and staff thrive in an environment 
specifically made for their needs. The building includes:

• Outdoor gathering spaces — These spaces on every floor encourage community, 
innovative learning, and authentic transformation. Students are able to talk, study, 
laugh, and grow together. 

• Shared teacher office spaces — A shared office helps staff come together and 
collaborate. 

• Enhanced classroom features — The Auckland room has risers for instructional 
flexibility, and glass table-tops and standing desks were installed in most classrooms 
to encourage interactive learning. 

• Larger auditorium — This space includes a much larger stage than Dalat’s old 
performance space, allowing students to share their talents in ways they couldn’t 
before. 

Thanks to the efforts of many, the Harbor is an inviting place for all to gather, resulting 
in a closer-knit Dalat community.
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ATHLETICS  
The athletic department offered 11 varsity sports with youth teams ages 10 to 18 and 
participated in the Asia Christian Schools Conference (ACSC), MSSPP, Penang Schools 
Athletic Conference (PSAC), and tournaments in Kuala Lumpur & Johor Bahru.

 

VARSITY BOYS VOLLEYBALL
MANILA

8-16

3rd

VARSITY BOYS BASKETBALL
GUAM

9-12

3rd

TRACK & FIELD
TAIWAN

BOYS 5th - GIRLS 3rd

5&3

VARSITY GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
PENANG

16-9

VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL
MANILA

18-7

VARSITY GIRLS SOCCER
TAIWAN

13-9

VARSITY BOYS SOCCER
HONG KONG

11-7-4

4th

5th 5th

5th

Male Athlete of the Year
JEREMY WORTEN

Female Athlete of the Year
ESTHER KIM

D-LEAGUE
More than 200 students participated in the developmental league for grades 5–6, 

which offers basketball, soccer, and volleyball over three seasons. 
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ATHLETICS BOOSTER CLUB

The Booster Club is an organization of parents who support school sports teams, athletes, 
and coaches. Its primary duties include fundraising off-campus, seeking sponsorships, and 
providing volunteers for athletic events. 

• In 2018–19, the Booster Club raised RM5,000 and provided new athletic equipment 
and supplies. 

CARE & SHARE  
The students, staff and parents who participated in Care & Share served and supported 
those less fortunate in 2018–19 in many ways.

• Supporting the annual fundraiser dinner and auction for Hope Welfare Association.      

• Visiting the Shan Home, a local home for underprivileged children. Shan Home children 
were also hosted by Dalat for fun at the beach, lunch, and swimming.

• Reuniting with former Shan Home children who have grown up and moved away.

• Delivering wrapped toys to children during the Hope Welfare Association’s Christmas 
party. 

• Bringing Dalat students to a nearby old folks home for several visits to play bingo and 
sing.

• Hosting a weekly Bible study for the seventh year for national staff in Dalat’s housekeeping 
department, providing coffee and biscuits. 

• Occasionally encouraging national staff with coffee and biscuits.

• Inviting the Awana children’s club to have a sports event on campus for 80 local students 
and their parents. Dalat students volunteered and assisted with the program.

• Visiting tribal villages in Belum rainforest to bless them with needed clothing, medicine, 
and school supplies. 

• Helping local families with food and medical needs.

• Assisting the elderly who have no support network.

• Providing food for the families of a refugee school.

• Helping host a Christmas party for a refugee school and providing gifts.

• Assisting the PTO with Family Fun Day.

• Joining in a local clean-up/beautification project at the Tanjung Tokong Corner.

• Visiting former orang asli villages in partnership with a local worker, and supplying 
children with Bible study materials, clothes, and medical supplies.
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• Connecting with and encouraging former orang asli students working in Penang.

• Visiting a pastor and his wife who have both fallen ill and are bedridden.

• Collecting and sending clothes to two orphanages in Vietnam.

• Collecting, sorting, and redistributing all the items donated by our community.

• Presenting two No Uniform Days to generate support for Care & Share outreach.

PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION  

In 2018–2019 school year, the Dalat PTO was led by President Ellsy Beh, Vice President 
Juni Worten, and Treasurer Sherrie Lai. We are very thankful that more and more parent 
volunteers join in to lead, serve, and build on the Dalat community. 

PTO events included:

• Orientation Day help

• Open House help

• Family Fun Day

• Teacher/staff holiday meal

• Valentine’s Day sales

• International Food Fair, with 15 countries represented

• Teacher Appreciation Week

• Fine Arts Festival help

• End of school garage sale

• Weekly popcorn sales 

Dalat PTO raised RM26,787.05 during the year and the funds went to support/bless:

• RM360 Battle of the Books button badges

• RM500 Care & Share support

• RM720 Two new paper trimmers for staff workroom

• RM2,500 Music stands for music department

• RM4,500 Drama department

• RM9,047 Lunch and vouchers for teachers and staff during Teacher Appreciation Week

• RM2,300 Upgrades to staff lounge

• RM600 PTO Thank-you luncheon



DALAT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
1929-2019

Dalat School opens 
in the highlands of 
French Indochina 
(today known as 

Vietnam) with three 
students. The 

school is owned 
and operated by 
the Christian & 

Missionary Alliance. 

Dalat students and 
sta� placed under 

house arrest by the 
French Vichy 

government during 
World War II. 

School continues 
during and after the 

internment.

Students and sta� 
evacuated from 

Vietnam due to the 
escalating war. 

School resumes in 
Bangkok, then six 

months later in the 
Cameron 
Highlands.

Dalat relocates to 
its current campus 

in Penang.

Dalat becomes an 
independent school. 

Three years later 
the school is 

renamed "Dalat 
International 

School."

 Dalat continues to 
provide students 
with an education 

for life. Today Dalat 
has more than 700 
students from 23 

countries.
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