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DALAT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Diploma

Please note the minimum requirements to receive a Dalat High School Diploma. Also 
included are recommendations based on many accredited colleges and universities.

Although graduation requirements may be completed by the end of grade 11, grade 
12 students are expected to pursue a full load of classes for enrichment in grade 12 
and may only request one study hall unless three or more AP classes are taken. In that 
case, grade 12 students are eligible to have a second study hall.

Subject Areas High School Dalat Diploma University/College Entrance 
Recommendations**

English 4.0 credits 4.0 credits

Math 5.0 credits total 
(2 math, 3 science or 3 math, 2 science)

3 to 4 credits
Science 3 to 4 credits

Social Studies 2.5 credits
(must include Media Literacy) 3 to 4 credits

Bible 0.5 credit each semester of 
enrollment at Dalat Not applicable

FIne & Applied Arts 1.0 credit 
(effective class of 2020 onwards) 1 credit

Fitness I & II 1.0 credit 1 to 2 credits

Additional Credits* 6.5 credits

Language may require 2 
to 4 credits (for those who 
do not speak a second 
language)

Total 24 credits  

*Additional credits beyond the specified graduation credits.
** It is a student’s responsibility to check universities/colleges regarding their specific entrances requirements.

Additional requirements for graduation include:

●	 All students must complete 10 hours of community service for each year of 
enrollment.

●	 All students must pass the Media Literacy class.

●	 University/College-bound students who do not speak a second language are 
strongly encouraged to take 2 years of a foreign language.

Courses may not be offered if there is insufficient demand.
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CUMULATIVE RECORD
What’s in it?
Grades: Transcript of Credits

 Report Cards

 Progress Reports

 Transcripts from other schools

Test Scores: MAP scores (every year taken)

 PSAT scores (10th & 11th grade)

 SAT, ACT, AP scores (when applicable)

Information: Biographical information (application, parents’ names, health 
records, birth date, references)

 Notes from teachers

 Discipline reports

What’s it for?
It’s a record of your academic life. It keeps track of how well you’ve done in school and 
what activities you’ve been involved in.

Who sees it?
Teachers
Principal & Director
Parents
Schools you transfer to

What happens to it?
Copies of your Transcript of Credits go to universities or other schools you may transfer 
to.
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SAMPLE HS TRANSCRIPT 
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)
Total Semester Quality points ÷ credits attempted = Semester GPA. AP courses have a 
maximum GPA of 5.00.

Here is an example of how it works:

Class Grade Quality Points (QP) Credits Earned GPA Points
QP x credits

Math  B 3.00 0.5 1.50

Science  C- 1.70 0.5 0.85

Social Studies  B- 2.70 0.5 1.35

Bible  A 4.00 0.5 2.00

PE  B+ 3.30 0.5 1.65

Total: 2.5 7.35

7.35 ÷ 2.50 = 2.94 GPA
Total GPA points ÷ credits
attempted = Semester GPA

Importance of GPA
Grade Point Average (GPA) scores accumulate, and the overall average is used by college 
admission officers when considering enrolment applications. Too often, students realize 
this fact late in their Junior and Senior years when there are few scores remaining to 
help bolster their previous semester grade reports. It is important for students to work 
hard all through high school to achieve the highest possible academic marks within their 
ability range.

Quality Points
A =  4.00

A-  =  3.70

B+  = 3.30

B =  3.00

B-  =  2.70

C+  =  2.30

C  =  2.00

C-  = 1.70

D+  =  1.30

D  =  1.00

D-  = 0.70

F  = 0.00
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HIGH SCHOOL SCHEDULE
·	 7 Class + Lunch ·	 X block

Study halls are provided to give students time in the school day to do school work for 
grades 11-12. Students in these may not have more than one study hall each semester 
unless approved by the high school principal or required based on their AP course load.

Advanced Placement (AP) Courses
Advanced Placement (AP) level courses offer students the opportunity to do university-
level work in high school. The courses are 
available to qualified, motivated students 
in grades 10-12. Students who wish to earn 
university credit must register and successfully 
pass the AP Examination administered in 
May. Registration for AP courses requires a 
commitment to academic achievement, an 
understanding and acceptance of the time 
and amount of work the course involves, 
teacher recommendation, and meeting the 
established course prerequisites as outlined 
below.
Not all courses are offered every year. Depends on student demand. TEACHER APPROVAL 
IS NECESSARY FOR ALL AP COURSES.

Courses Prerequisites

AP English Language and Composition Pattern of A’s in high school English
Summer Reading Prerequisite

AP Calculus AB Final grade of B or higher in Pre-Calculus

AP Statistics* 10th grade or higher, final grade of B or higher in 
Algebra I

AP Biology Biology, Chemistry

AP Chemistry Chemistry

AP Physics I Algebra II

AP World History* Pattern of A’s in both Social Studies and English

AP Comparative Government and Politics Pattern of A’s in Social Studies and English 

AP Psychology Semester final grade of B or better in Personal or 
Developmental Psychology 

AP Music Theory*

AP Chinese Language and Culture* Mandarin 3

AP Studio Art (Drawing, 2D, and 3D) Master Studio

* 4 courses are approved for 10th grade students
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WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT AP
Advanced Placement Program (AP) courses 
are designed to give high school students 
the chance to study a subject at the level of 
an introductory university course. AP Exams 
are offered in May for all AP subjects (except 
Studio Art, which is graded on the basis of 
a portfolio). Depending on your exam score 
and on the AP policy at the university you 
attend, you may be eligible for university 
credit for that course and/or advanced 
placement into a higher-level college course.

The difference between credit and 
placement
Some colleges award credit for qualifying 
AP Exam grades. This means that you actually earn points toward your college degree. 
Others award advanced placement. This means that when you’re in college, you can 
skip introductory courses, enter higher-level classes, and/or fulfill general education 
requirements.

The benefits of earning college credit or placement 
College credit or placement can allow you to move into upper-level courses sooner, 
pursue a double major or a combined bachelor’s/master’s degree program, gain time to 
study and travel abroad, and complete your undergraduate degree in fewer than four 
years.

Why you need to take the AP Exam in order to earn college credit or placement
Colleges and universities give credit or placement only for qualifying AP Exam grades, 
not AP course grades. Without a corresponding AP Exam grade, they can’t verify that 
the AP courses you take are true college-level courses.

What else you can get out of AP
There’s more to AP than the possibility of earning college credit or placement. You 
might even consider these additional benefits to be more important. By taking an AP 
course, you can:
• Study subjects in greater depth and detail.
• Exercise your writing skills, reasoning ability, and problem-solving techniques.
• Develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work. Show 

colleges your willingness to challenge yourself.
Information obtained from Get It Together for College, published by CollegeBoard.
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UNIVERSITY - “ROAD MAP”
Some advice for parents with children headed to university

9th Grade
1. Talk to your child’s school counselor to make sure his/her high school course 

schedule is on a university prep track. The courses a student takes in the 9th grade 
set the stage for 10th grade and beyond. Course selections in every year of high 
school are important. Be sure to have your child create his/her 4-year plan with the 
high school counselor and talk about the classes that s/he wants to take.

2. Encourage your child to keep his/her grades up. A student’s GPA is cumulative 
from 9th grade through 12th grade.

3. Have your child take Algebra I or Geometry. Students who take advanced math in 
high school (Algebra II or higher by the time of graduation) are far more likely to 
attend university (and graduate) than those who don’t.

4. Continue to put those extra dollars into the university fund & remember to do so 
wisely.

5. Start to learn about financial aid – what it is, how it works, how you can use it help 
pay for university.

6.  Encourage your child to be involved in extracurricular activities. Participation in 
clubs, athletic teams, music groups, journalism, etc. will be an important factor in 
many university admission decisions. Students should get involved in after-school 
life, but never to the point where it harms academics.

10th Grade
1. Dalat requires your child to take the PSAT (pre-SAT). This provides a good chance to 

practice for these important university entrance tests. Encourage your child to take 
this test seriously and do well on it. Dalat will arrange all details for the test and 
billing is done through the finance office.

2. Utilize free test preparation resources available online and elsewhere. The SAT and 
ACT web sites offer free practice tests as do web sites that focus specifically on 
university entrance exam test prep including www.khanacademy.org and www.
testprepreview.com.

3. Talk with your child about his/her career interests and goals once again. Encourage 
your child to talk with his/her school counselor and others about these interests 
and find out the kind of education s/he will need.

4. Check once again to be sure your child’s course schedule is matching up with the 
career path s/he may want to pursue. If your child does not have a clear career path 
at this point (and many do not at this age), be sure s/he is on a diploma track that 
will maximize university options. Encourage your child to keep his/her grades up. 
Remember that cumulative GPA!
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5. Encourage your child to be involved in extracurricular activities. Participation in 
clubs, athletic teams, music groups, journalism, etc. will be an important factor in 
many university admission decisions. Students should get involved in after-school 
life, but never to the point where it harms academics.

6. Begin to talk with your child about what s/he may want in a university. Encourage 
him/her to search web sites and other resources for more information on universities 
of interest.

7. Start visiting universities. Stop by area universities as you travel around during 
vacations. Have your child take advantage of on-campus programs at area 
universities whenever possible.

8. Be sure to begin documenting your child’s achievements (in school, athletics, 
music, etc.). Having this information handy and well-organized will be very 
important when it comes time to complete university and scholarship applications.

9. Continue to save for university. Every family will have to contribute something 
toward the cost of attending university. Although the university years may be far 
off, remember that anything you can put away now will be welcomed assistance 
when the time comes. Early and consistent savings are the keys to savings growth.

10. Have your child begin preparing for any AP courses that s/he will be taking in 11th 
grade. Encourage him/her to talk with the AP teachers to find out what prerequisites 
are required for the course.

11th Grade
1. Hit the books! Your child’s course schedule should show university prep classes. 

Be sure your child is taking as challenging a course schedule as s/he can handle, 
including AP and honors classes, when available and appropriate.

2. Remind your child to stay on track with his/her 4-year plan and involved with 
extra-curricular activities.

3. Dalat will have your child take the October PSAT. This test will serve as the National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying exam (for U.S. citizens) and good practice for the SAT.

4. Utilize free test preparation resources available online and elsewhere. The SAT 
and ACT web sites offer free practice tests as do web sites that focus specifically 
on university entrance exam test prep including www.number2.com and www.
testprepreview.com.

5. Research financial aid and how it works (if you have not already).

6. Start searching for scholarship opportunities. Make a timeline for application 
deadlines for the senior year.

7. Have your child make a list of his/her university selection priorities.

8. Investigate potential universities of interest. Use catalogs, publications, web sites, 
university fairs, and visits to university campuses to gather more information.

9. Have your child register for & take the SAT or ACT in the spring. Find out what tests 
are required by the universities your child is considering.
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10. Register for and complete AP tests for any AP courses your child is taking (spring).

11. Take SAT Subject Tests (if needed).

12. If English is not your child’s first language, sign up for the TOEFL or IELTS exam for 
second semester.

13. Have your child spend time over the summer (if you’re able to) visiting the 
universities that are still of interest to him/her.

14. Be aware of how a student’s spring and summer earnings in and following the 
junior year can affect financial aid.

15. Continue to save for university.

16. Part-time work experience/college visits and driver’s licenses: If possible, we 
recommend that students seek some form of summer employment, visit possible 
universities, and pursue a driver’s license in the passport country to better prepare 
for the transition to life after graduation.

12th Grade
1. Encourage your child to keep his/her grades up. Make sure that s/he has all his/her 

graduation requirements in order.

2. Have your child write an early draft of a university and/or scholarship application 
essay over the summer or early in the fall. Students will need time to refine their 
university essays. Suggest that others critique the initial draft.

3. Continue a solid, university prep curriculum. Your child’s senior year schedule and 
performance will be important in university admission decisions.

4. Register for and take the fall ACT and/or SAT and Subject Tests (if needed).

5. Utilize free test preparation resources available online and elsewhere. The SAT 
and ACT web sites offer free practice tests as do web sites that focus specifically 
on university entrance exam test prep including www.number2.com and www.
testprepreview.com.

6. Continue university visits; narrow down university options.

7. Complete and mail university and scholarship applications paying close attention 
to deadlines. Be aware of special admission options such as Early Decision and Early 
Action.

8. Make sure your child applies to at least one university to which s/he has a very 
good chance of being admitted.

9. Take SAT and Subject Tests (if needed).

10. Register for and complete AP tests for any AP courses your child is taking (May).

11. Make final preparations for your child’s first semester. File any necessary loan 
paperwork, housing information, etc. that may be required.

12. Continue to save for university

Information obtained from triptocollege.
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COURSES & 
 DESCRIPTIONS
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Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

English 9 9 1.0 English 8

Honors English 9 9 1.0 Pattern of A’s in MS English, and teacher 
approval. Summer Reading

English 10 10 1.0 English 9

Honors English 10 10 1.0 Pattern of A’s in HS English, and teacher 
approval. Summer Reading

English 11 11 1.0 English 10

AP English Language & Composition 11 1.0 Pattern of A’s in HS English, and teacher 
approval. Summer reading

English 12 World Literature 12 0.5 English 11

English 12 British Literature 12 0.5 English 11

English 12 Capstone 12 0.5 Students must demonstrate advanced skills 
in English through CLEP or AP testing

English 12 Advanced Composition 12 0.5 Students must demonstrate advanced skills 
in English through CLEP or AP testing

English 12 Journalism 12 1.0 Students must demonstrate advanced skills 
in English through CLEP or AP testing

AP English Literature & Composition 12 1.0 Pattern of A’s in HS English, and teacher 
approval. Summer reading

The high school Language Arts program develops high-level skills in vocabulary, 
grammar, punctuation, oral communication, textual analysis, critical thinking, 
argument, research, and written expression, all of which provide excellent preparation 
for college. Students read a wide range of literature that spans history, nations, and 
genres as well as engaging in self-selected reading. Advanced courses offer gifted 
students the opportunity to engage in specialized study through the Honors and 
Advanced Placement (AP) classes. Junior class students who take AP English or who 
pass the CLEP test, an optional test of college-readiness, are given additional course 
options for their senior year, including Journ, Advanced Writing, and Capstone.

English 9 
Grade level: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: English 8

English 9 is the foundational course for the high school years. Students develop their 
reading and critical thinking skills through the study of the basic literary genres. High-
level vocabulary is selected from these texts for study on a weekly basis. Written English 
skills are developed in several ways: grammar and mechanics are taught daily, comma 
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use is taught through the Links program, and students write various styles of essays 
and creative pieces. Students also have opportunity to develop their oral English skills 
through speeches and presentations.

Honors English 9 
Grade level: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Pattern of A’s in English 8, and teacher approval. Summer reading.

Honors English 9 is the foundational course for the high school years. The regular English 
9 curriculum is enriched and expectations of students are higher. Students develop 
their reading and critical thinking skills through the study of the main literary genres. 
Vocabulary study is independent. Written English skills are taught in several ways: 
structures for achieving sentence variety are practiced, comma use is taught through the 
Links program, and students write various essays and creative pieces. Students also have 
opportunity to develop their oral English skills through speeches and presentations.

English 10
Grade level: 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: English 9

In English 10, students study fiction in the fall and non-fiction in the spring. Fiction works 
include Murder on the Orient Express, Twelve Angry Men, and Fahrenheit 451. Non-
fiction works include I Am Malala, Quiet, Into Thin Air, and Unbroken. Written English 
skills are developed in several ways; students learn new aspects of writing style through 
various forms of essays, creative pieces, and a poetry unit. Students also develop critical 
and analytical thinking. Lastly, speeches and presentations improve students’ ability to 
communicate well.

Honors English 10 
Grade level: 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Pattern of A’s in English 9, and teacher approval. Summer reading.

Pre-Course Requirements: The summer before enrolling in Honors English 10, students 
are required to complete a summer reading project. This project is posted on the 
DISCourse webpage.

Honors English 10 is a more rigorous study of world literature and writing than English 
10. Students read extensively from a world literature anthology, analyzing stories, 
poems, and other kinds of literature. They write often about that literature, looking at 
themes, tone, diction, syntax, etc. Students read more novels and plays and move at a 
faster pace than the regular English 10 class. 
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English 11 
Grade level: 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: English 10
English 11, The American Experience, develops students’ reading and critical thinking 
skills through the study of literature from the time of the Native Americans through the 
late twentieth century, with a focus on nonfiction. Students study high-level vocabulary 
using vocabulary.com. Written English skills are developed through daily grammar and 
mechanics exercises, and students write various styles of essays and creative pieces, 
including an MLA research paper. Speeches and presentations provide students the 
opportunity to develop their oral English skills.

AP English Language and Composition
Grade level: 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: English 10, pattern of A’s in HS English , and teacher approval. Summer 
reading.
Pre-Course Requirements: The summer before students enroll in AP English, they must 
read The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne and at least two additional books from 
an AP reading list (posted on DIScourse webpage).
Mid-Course Requirements: Over Christmas break students are required to read assigned 
course novels
This class is designed to prepare students to take the AP Language and Composition 
Exam in May. Students study a variety of writing genre including autobiography, 
biography, history, diary, essay, fiction, journalism, political writing, and science and 
nature writing. Students write extensively, developing arguments for literary analysis, 
learning to synthesize sources using the MLA system of documentation, and completing 
an in-depth study of persuasive writing. Students study a variety of novels and literary 
texts including The Scarlet Letter, The Great Gatsby, A Separate Peace, and Red Badge 
of Courage. Students study the different organizational strategies of model essays and 
structure their own writing around these texts. In addition students learn to quickly 
identify rhetorical devices, strategies, and modes to prepare for the multiple-choice 
section on the AP exam.

English 12 World Literature
Grade level: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: English 11

World Literature is a semester long survey course sampling a variety of authors and texts 
from around the world. With works by notable writers like Fyodor Dostoevsky, Henrik 
Ibsen, Shusaku Endo, Chinua Achebe, and Alexandre Dumas, students will be exposed 
to translated works from other continents and cultures. These will include short stories, 
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a play, a novella, and full-length novels. Students will interact with these texts through 
a variety of writing assignments, projects, and presentations. A research paper on a 
course-related subject will offer college-preparatory writing skills and give students a 
chance to explore further authors of interest. Students will also write an article for the 
school’s journalistic blog, Senior Scribble. 

English 12 British Literature
Grade level: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: English 11

British literature is a semester long survey course of English writers from the author 
of Beowulf through those in the twentieth century. As this is a college preparatory 
course, the demands on students to think, read extensively, and write are considerable. 
Although the course follows a historical progression, the cultural ideals of each age is 
stressed. The students will read classics such as Shakespeare’s Macbeth and C.S. Lewis’ 
The Screwtape Letters. They will also write an explanatory essay, an article for the 
school’s journalistic blog, Senior Scribble, a collage, and an artistic piece for the literary 
magazine, The Eagle’s Eye. This class is designed to meet the needs of students who did 
not pass the CLEP test. English 12 Capstone 

Grade level: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Students must demonstrate advanced skills in English through CLEP or AP 
testing

The one-semester Capstone project provides an opportunity for students to explore a 
topic of their own interest. Over the first quarter they will research and gather data, 
synthesizing their learning into a well-reasoned argument of about 2,000 words, 
using MLA or APA citations. In the second quarter, students will create a project 
that complements their research; then they will each present an 18-minute media 
presentation based on their research and project. Students will form panels to question 
peer presentations, allowing presenters the opportunity to provide an oral defense of 
their paper. Throughout the semester, students will engage in a variety of speaking tasks, 
such as proposal and points of dissention speeches that complement their field of study. 

English 12 Advanced Composition 
Grade level: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Students must demonstrate advanced skills in English through CLEP or AP 
testing

This one-semester course will emphasize writing as a means of discovering and 
communicating truth. Along with composing various types of essays, students will 
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produce creative non-fiction works, including a literacy portfolio and collage. A priority 
will be placed on strengthening personal writing voice and style, and expressing 
connections to content. This class will also offer practice in communication through 
reading and responding to expository essays and books. Students will write, edit, and 
compile the senior literary magazine, The Eagle’s Eye. 

English 12 Journalism 
Grade level: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Journalism I and students must demonstrate advanced skills in English 
through CLEP or AP testing

Journalism II is an advanced class in journalism. Students work independently, going 
through a tutorial in Photoshop. The first big project is to complete the senior supplement 
of the previous year’s book, writing the copy for articles in their assigned sections. After 
the 15th week, students move into the leadership positions of the yearbook and work 
with the Journalism I class to produce the Reflector by May.

AP English Literature and Composition
Grade level: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: English 10 or 11, pattern of A’s in HS English, and teacher approval. Summer 
reading.

Pre-Course Requirements: The summer before students enroll in AP English, they 
should read the following novels:Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy and Les Misérables by 
Victor Hugo. 

Mid-Course Requirements: Over Christmas break, students are required to read The 
Brothers Karamazov.

In AP English Literature and Composition, 
students write two-three 350-word 
compositions a week and read extensively 
outside class. The basic textbook is from 
British literature, but students are expected 
to read other works of world literature 
concurrently. Students take practice tests 
to help them prepare for the multiple-
choice and essay sections on the AP exam. 
In addition, seniors join with the regular 
English 12 class and write and produce the 
quarterly feature paper, Eagle’s Eye. Students 
must take the AP Literature and Composition 
exam in May.
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MATHEMATICS 

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Algebra I 8-9 1.0 Pre-Algebra or appropriate score on Math 
Placement Test

Geometry 9-10 1.0 Algebra I or appropriate score on Math 
Placement Test

Algebra II 10-12 1.0 Algebra I or appropriate score on Math 
Placement Test

Statistics 10-12 0.5 Algebra I

Pre-Calculus 11-12 1.0
Final grade of B or higher in Algebra II 
each semester, or teacher approval, or 
appropriate score on Math Placement Test

AP Statistics 10-12 1.0
Final grade of B or higher in Algebra I and 
Geometry each semester, at least in 10th 
grade, and teacher approval

AP Calculus AB 11-12 1.0 Final grade of B or higher in Pre-Calculus 
each semester, and teacher approval

Algebra I 
Grade level: 8-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or appropriate score on Math Placement Test

Algebra I presents the basic concepts of algebra. Concepts studied include using 
formulas, solving, writing, and graphing linear equations, solving linear systems of 
equations and inequalities, simplifying expressions using the properties of exponents, 
simplifying and solving quadratic expressions and equations, working with polynomials 
with an emphasis on factoring, and working with rational expressions and functions, 
and introducing connections to Geometry. Problem solving and real-life applications are 
emphasized.

Geometry 
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Algebra I

The first semester covers Geometry – the study of lines, planar figures, and some 
three-dimensional forms. Students will examine, prove, and apply properties of figures. 
Topics studied include lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, congruence, similarity, 
area, and volume. Students will develop their critical thinking skills through learning 
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formal and informal proof processes. The second semester will cover a broad spectrum 
of mathematical applications including basic statistics, personal finance, money 
management and accounting, investment strategies, taxation, insurance and other 
practical quantitative skills. Students may take this course concurrently with Algebra II.

Algebra II

Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Algebra I

Algebra II continues and extends the study of Algebra I concepts. Topics studied include 
quadratics, transformations of functions, polynomials and polynomial functions, 
powers, roots and radicals, exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences and series, 
piecewise defined functions, regression models, and introduction to trigonometry. 
Students may take this course concurrently with Geometry.

Statistics

Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Algebra I

Statistics is a one semester course that prepares students for AP statistics. It covers 
probabilities, measures of central tendency, measures of dispersion, normal and 
probability distributions. Students also learn about experimental design and how to 
display data in various data displays including: histograms, box-and-whiskers plots, dot 
plots, normal probability plots, and scatter plots. Both univariate and bivariate data 
are investigated, and students have projects throughout the semester where they are 
applying the skills they are learning. It is an excellent course to prepare students to take 
the more rigorous AP Statistics.

Pre-Calculus 

Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: final grade of B or higher in each semester of Algebra II, or teacher approval

Pre-Calculus is designed to solidify students’ knowledge of algebra and analytic geometry 
and to prepare them for AP Calculus. It is appropriate for those students interested in 
careers in the mathematical or scientific fields. Concepts studied include curve plotting 
and transformations, functions, conic sections, polar equations, parametric equations, 
trigonometry, matrices, vectors, and an introduction to limits. An emphasis is placed on 
using technology to enhance the understanding and solving of mathematical problems.
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AP Statistics 

Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: 10th grade or higher, final grade of B or higher in each semester of Algebra 
I, and teacher approval

AP Statistics covers the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: exploring 
data – describing patterns and departures from patterns; sampling and experimentation 
– planning and conducting a study; anticipating patterns – exploring random phenomena 
using probability and simulation; and statistical inference – estimating population 
parameters and testing hypotheses. Students must take the AP Statistics exam in May.

AP Calculus AB 
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: final grade of B or higher in each semester of Pre-Calculus, and teacher 
approval

AP Calculus AB covers the basic concepts and skills of differential and integral calculus. 
Some topics studied include: limits; tangent lines to curves; definitions of derivative and 
integral; maxima and minima problems; curve sketching, function analysis; area under 
curves; applications of differentiation and integration including determining the volume 
of solids of revolution and solids with known cross sections. Use of graphing calculators 
is emphasized throughout the course. Students must take the AP Calculus exam in May.
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SCIENCE 
The science program in the high school level aims to prepare students for further studies at the 
university level by giving them a well rounded hands-on laboratory based curriculum. University 
bound students should take a minimum of 3 science classes. Non-university bound students who 
only take two science courses will be guided to take physics for the full year in 9th grade and 
then the first half of chemistry and the first half of biology in subsequent years. This will give 
them exposure to all of the different sciences. 

The order of the science classes is slightly unusual for a US curriculum. It is taught with physics 
preceding chemistry and chemistry preceding biology as this is a more natural progression of 
the content and will allow for a more seamless flow between the disciplines. Courses are taught 
at an age appropriate level taking account the student’s math abilities. 

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Conceptual Physics 9 1.0 Corequisite: Algebra I

Chemistry 10 1.0 Algebra I

Biology 11 1.0 1 semester of Chemistry

Human Anatomy and Physiology 11-12 1.0 Corequisite: 1 semester of Biology and 1 
semester of Chemistry

Physics 11-12 1.0 Should be taken either with or after Algebra II

AP Biology 11-12 1.0 Chemistry and Biology, and teacher approval

AP Chemistry 11-12 1.0 Algebra II and Chemistry, and teacher 
approval

AP Physics I 11-12 1.0 Algebra II and Physics or Conceptual Physics, 
and teacher approval

Conceptual Physics 
Grade level: 9
Credit: 1.0
Corequisite: Algebra I

Physics is a high school level, conceptual approach of physics with a lab component. It 
will give students a general background in physics. Topics covered include Newtonian 
mechanics, rotational motion, waves, sound and electricity. Project based problem 
solving skills as well as conceptual understanding will be developed with the use of 
multiple representations, and demonstrations and laboratory experiments are a 
fundamental part of the class.

Chemistry 
Grade level: 10
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Algebra I
In Chemistry, students will have a broad introduction to the fundamentals of the 
subject. Topics include measurement and chemical calculations, atomic structure, the 
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periodic table and chemical compounds, kinetic theory and gases, chemical reactions, 
bonding and intermolecular forces, solutions, thermochemistry, and acid-base 
chemistry. Students will learn the basic vocabulary of chemistry, logical thinking and 
deduction skills. The process behind experimentation will be a focus, including designing 
experiments, interpreting data, and analyzing error. 

Biology 
Grade level: 11
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: 1 semester of Chemistry

Biology examines the basic features that define all living things as well as providing 
a Christian context for life on planet Earth. Throughout the year this course provides 
an opportunity for students to develop scientific skills, laboratory techniques, and an 
understanding of the fundamental principles of living organisms. Students will explore 
biological science as a process, cell structure and function, genetics and heredity, origin 
of life theories and classification, diversity of living organisms and their ecological roles, 
and an introduction to animals’ structure and function.

Human Anatomy and Physiology
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Corequisite: 1 semester of Biology and 1 semester of Chemistry

The anatomy and physiology course is a rigorous course that examines all the major 
systems of the body. It will focus specifically on human anatomy and physiology. 
Students will learn through lecture, labs and activities in understanding how the human 
body maintains a well balanced system. 

Physics 
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Should be taken either with or after Algebra II

Physics is a high school level, conceptual approach of physics with a lab component. It will 
give students both a general background in physics. Topics covered include Newtonian 
mechanics, fluid mechanics and thermal physics, waves and optics, electricity and 
magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics. Problem solving skills as well as conceptual 
understanding will be developed and demonstrations and laboratory experiments are a 
fundamental part of the class Note that this class will not be offered after the 2018-2019 
school year as student are now taking a similar class in 9th grade.
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AP Biology
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Chemistry and Biology, and teacher approval

AP Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester college introductory 
biology course usually taken by biology majors during their first year. The AP Biology 
course is designed to be taken by students after the successful completion of a first 
course in high school biology and one in high school chemistry as well. It aims to 
provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical 
skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of biology. Students 
cultivate their understanding of biology through inquiry-based investigations as they 
explore the following topics: evolution, cellular processes - energy and communication, 
genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions. Students must take the AP 
Biology exam in May.

AP Chemistry
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Algebra II and Chemistry, and teacher approval

AP Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of a first year college general chemistry 
course. As such, the course is suitable only for high school students who exhibit high 
levels of commitment, motivation and academic maturity. Students cultivate their 
understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based investigations, as they explore topics 
such as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical reactions, 
kinetics, thermodynamics, electrochemistry, stoichiometry, solutions, and equilibrium. 
The course is designed to provide the students with an in-depth understanding of 
fundamental chemical concepts and build strong computational skills. It is designed 
to foster proper lab techniques and safety. Labs provide students with opportunities 
to physically manipulate equipment, make observations, and draw conclusions from 
experimental data. Students must take the AP Chemistry exam in May.

AP Physics I
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Algebra II and Conceptual Physics, and teacher approval

AP Physics I is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Students 
cultivate their understanding of Physics through inquiry-based investigations and the 
use of various representations of knowledge to conceptualize topics such as Newtonian 
mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and power; mechanical waves 
and sound; and the evaluation of electric circuits. Student-led laboratory work is a 
central component of this course. Students must take the AP Physics I exam in May.
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Modern World History 9-10 1.0 None

AP World History 10-12 1.0 Pattern of A’s in both Social Studies, and 
English teacher approval

Asian Studies 10-12 1.0 None

US History & Government (open to 
all, required for US citizens) 10-12 1.0 None

Introduction to Psychology 10-12 0.5 None (Dalat online)

AP Psychology 11-12 1.0 Pattern of A’s in Social Studies and English, 
and teacher approval (Dalat online)

Media Literacy 11-12 0.5 None

AP Comparative Government and 
Politics 11-12 0.5 Pattern of A’s in Social Studies and English 

and teacher approval

All 9th grade students are required to take Modern world History. 

US Passport holders in 10th grade are required take US History and Government. 
Canadian passport holders are encouraged to take an Online Canadian History course. 
All other 10th grade students are required to either enroll in the US History and 
Government class or the AP World History or Asian Studies. 

Modern World History 
Grade level: 9
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: none

Modern World History examines the world from 1500-present day through providing 
students with the tools used by historians. Students will learn to interpret history through 
the lenses of chronology, contextualization, and continuity-and-change-over-time. 
Through this chronological study, students will apply the historical themes of Conflict 
and Connections, Geography, Culture, Economy, Societal Structures and Government to 
each period of history.

Asian Studies 
Grade Level: 10-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: none

Asian Studies examines the historical patterns and interactions in Asia from ancient times 
to present-day. Students will learn to interpret history through the lenses of chronology, 
contextualization, and continuity-and-change-over-time. Students will learn to use the 
themes of history and apply them to historical developments in Asia.
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AP World History 
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: pattern of A’s in both World History and English, and teacher approval

AP World History is designed to prepare students for the AP World History exam by 
exploring world history in a sequential order from the formation of the first civilization in 
Mesopotamia to present day. Within the context of the chronology of world history, the 
course will explore the interchangeable themes of: Interaction between humans and 
the environment; development and interaction of cultures; state-building, expansion, 
and conflict; creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems; development 
and transformation of social structures. Students must take the AP World History exam 
in May.

US History & Government
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: required for US citizens

This one-year course is a thematic look at the intersection of US history and government. 
Students will learn the functions of the American government in relationship to the 
seminal events of US history. Units covered include The Founding of America, The 
Power of the Presidency, Race & Civil Rights, Politics, War in the 20th Century, Religious 
Freedom, and Business & Economics.

Introduction to Psychology
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Students will complete a basic introductory psychology course and gain a basic 
knowledge of psychology’s subject matter and an appreciation for the wonder that is 
the human mind. Additionally, on a deeper level, students will recognize and understand 
how worldviews matter to psychology. They will be able to describe the worldview 
assumptions underlying modern psychology’s major theories and schools of thought 
and will be able to contrast those assumptions with their Christian worldview. They 
will decide which worldview makes sense when it comes to understanding human 
psychology. This course will help prepare students to take AP Psychology, take the CLEP 
test in Psychology or take a course in Psychology as a university student.
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AP Psychology 
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Pattern of A’s in Social Studies and English, and teacher approval. 

Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and mental processes. In AP Psychology, 
students are presented with an overview of this science. Methods of research, biological 
basis of psychology, development, perception, sensation, cognitive processes, abnormal 
psychology, psychotherapy, testing and social psychology will be covered.

The purpose of the Advanced Placement course in Psychology is to introduce students 
to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human 
beings and animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with the major subfields within psychology. They also learn 
about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice. Students will be 
expected to take the AP Psychology exam in May.

Media Literacy 
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Media Literacy is an in-depth study of the media environment that surrounds us. The 
objective of the course is that students will gain the media literacy skills needed to 
effectively navigate the media-centric cultures they live in. Media topics covered in the 
course include: news media, bias in the media, photo literacy, propaganda, advertising, 
social issues, movies and TV, and the internet. Throughout the course students will learn 
to access, evaluate, analyze, and create media. The course will include class discussion, 
videos, lectures, presentations, and projects.

AP Comparative Government and Politics
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Pattern of A’s in Social Studies and English, and teacher approval.

The AP course in Comparative Government and Politics introduces students to 
fundamental concepts used by political scientists to study the processes and outcomes 
of politics in a variety of country settings. Careful comparison of political systems 
produces useful knowledge about the institutions and policies countries have employed 
to address problems, or, indeed, what they have done to make things worse. Why are 
some countries stable democracies and not others? Why do many democracies have 
prime ministers instead of presidents? Six countries form the core of the AP Comparative 
Government and Politics course: China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia. 
By using these six countries, the course moves the discussion of concepts from abstract 
definition to concrete example.
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BIBLE 

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Old Testament 9 0.5 None

New Testament 9 0.5 None

Foundations of Faith 10 10 1.0 None

Apologetics 11 11 1.0 None

Christ and Culture 12 12 0.5 None

Spiritual Disciplines 12 12 0.5 None

Bible classes and Chapel meetings: The parent and student agree for the student to 
participate in and attend Bible classes and the chapel services in accordance with 
the attendance policy. Dalat is an international school that teaches from a biblical 
worldview.

Old Testament
Grade level: 9
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

This class provides students the opportunity to examine the storyline and personal 
application of God’s word through a Christ-centered lens. Surveying the Old Testament, 
student will examine key themes in Scripture and practice Bible study skills. Ultimately, 
this course will provide opportunity to gain an understanding of the Old Testament in 
view of the Christ’s redemption.

New Testament
Grade level: 9
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

In this class students will study the New Testament with attention to Christ’s example 
of discipleship as a model for both the process of spiritual growth and the product of 
spiritual maturity. Students will examine key events and themes of the New Testament 
with an emphasis on personal application through spiritual disciplines.

Foundations of Faith 10
Grade level: 10
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: none

The focus of the class is to invite students to build a solid foundation of belief in the 
person of Christ and His teachings. Students will examine the foundational elements 
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of faith systems and gain an understanding of the distinctions of a Christ-centered 
worldview. Students will be challenged to apply the definitions of faith and truth in their 
examination of the Bible as God’s inerrant revelation. 

Apologetics 11
Grade level: 11
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: none

Apologetics is an introduction to Christian apologetics and is meant to equip the student 
to declare the Christian truth with integrity and clarity and to defend Christian truth 
with scholarship and boldness. Students will discover why it is vital to provide logical 
answers to skeptics, and how to give those answers with a solid understanding of what 
the Bible says.

Christ and Culture 12
Grade level: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

The questions will be many. The answers will be countercultural – maybe even 
revolutionary. Christ and Culture 12 seeks to provide biblical truth for the issues 
surrounding our culture wars and the hot topics of this generation. Students will 
explore what God’s Word has to say concerning these issues so that they can formulate, 
articulate and authentically apply biblical responses.

Spiritual Disciplines 12
Grade level: 12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

In a media-saturated world, is it 
possible to live a life governed 
by ideals which run counter to 
the embedded values and points 
of view portrayed by popular 
culture? Is it feasible to go beyond 
shallow hypocrisy and religious 
formalities to genuine personal 
transformation? Rooted in the devotional traditions of orthodox Christianity, the 
Spiritual Disciplines 12 class offers a means by which students can cultivate authentic, 
lasting faith. Students will explore Christian spiritual disciplines, read and reflect on 
writings by classical and contemporary devotional writers, and develop a greater sense 
of their own worldview using experiential, creative learning practices.
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FINE AND APPLIED ARTS 

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Concert Band 9-12 1.0 One year experience or teacher approval

Concert Choir 9-12 1.0 None

Music Theory 9-12 0.5 None

AP Music Theory 10-12 1.0 Music Theory, and teacher approval

Speech & Forensics 9-12 0.5 None

Introduction to Theatre Arts I 9-12 0.5 None

Introduction to Theatre Arts II 10-12 0.5 Completed Introduction to Theater Arts 

Theatre Arts III: Performance/
Production 11-12 0.5 Introduction to Theatre Arts I & II, and 

teacher approval

Digital Photography & Media 9-12 0.5 None

Industrial Arts 9-12 0.5 None

Art Introduction 9-12 1.0 None

Foundation Art 9-12 1.0 None

Advanced Art 10-12 1.0 Foundation Art

Master Studio 10-12 1.0 Advanced Art

AP Studio Art 10-12 1.0 Master Studio or Fast Track to AP Art Option, 
and teacher approval

Concert Band 

Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: one year experience, and teacher approval

Concert Band consists of student instrumentalists who play woodwind, brass, and 
percussion instruments. This group performs a variety of music specifically written 
for the concert band and represents the school at band festivals, selected community 
events, and at various school events. Band is also designed to help individual students 
improve the command of their instruments and to become proficient in sight reading. 
Band members are strongly encouraged to use their musical gifts in the Jazz Ensemble 
and to participate in Dalat worship teams. Students are required to practice 100 minutes 
per week, and students will be required to purchase concert attire. 
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Concert Choir 

Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Concert Choir provides beginning and intermediate singers a venue for a rich choral 
experience. Repertoire includes pieces from different genres and historical time periods, 
promoting awareness in a variety of choral traditions. Students will develop vocal 
technique, aural skills, music literacy, musical discipline, and social teamwork among 
themselves. The choir will perform in a number of concerts and venues, as well as travel 
for concert opportunities. Students are expected to practice 60 minutes per week.

Music Theory 
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Music Theory will complete all music rudiments up to introductory music harmony 
and will include key signatures, clefs, scales, all terms in various languages, cadences, 
transposition, time signatures, and interval training. Completion of this course will 
provide the necessary music theory skills to enter most university music programs. 
Depending on student interest and availability, Music Theory will either be offered as a 
one-semester course during the school day or as a year-long X block course that meets 
two days a week.

AP Music Theory 
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Music Theory, and teacher approval

AP Music Theory introduces students to general musicianship, theory, musical materials, 
and procedures; and it integrates aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, 
musical analysis, elementary composition, and history and style. Musicianship skills such 
as dictation and sight-singing are an important part of the theory course; the student’s 
ability to read and write musical notation is a fundamental skill that is developed. 
Students must take the AP Music Theory exam in May.

Speech & Forensics
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Speech & Forensics is a combination communication and performance course. During 
the first quarter, students will learn effective speech and communication skills which are 
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foundational to public speaking, and performance. During the second quarter, students 
will apply those skills in a forensics practicum which will enable them to choose several 
tracks of exploratory and study in areas such as debate, duet acting, improvisation, 
public address, and extemporaneous speaking.

Introduction to Theatre Arts I
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Introduction to Theater Arts I gives the student a broad survey of theater skills with a 
special focus on acting. Students will study the principles of acting, learn essential skills 
and techniques, to create believable characters. Students will also learn stage movement 
(blocking), pantomime, improvisation, performance and script analysis and other forms 
of artistic expression. Students as a class will perform a student directed one-act play 
and individually perform a monologue as a part of their final project. Students will 
be required to watch one play or theatrical presentation, at their expense, from the 
community, which they will critique.

Introduction to Theatre Arts II
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Introduction to Theatre Arts I

Part II of Introduction to Theatre Arts enables students to continue with their theatre 
skills learned in part I. Students will become theatre and game facilitators for the new 
students, honing their acting skills through various means. Students will direct and 
produce a one-act play and coach student monologues. They will have the opportunity 
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to write, direct, and produce their own short play in which students currently in part I will 
participate. They will also have the opportunity to learn the basic technical requirements 
of lighting, sound, and play production. Students will need to have a weekly meeting 
with the teacher outside of class for planning purposes. Students will be required to 
watch one play or theatrical presentation from the community, which they will critique. 
This will be a personal expense.

Theatre Arts III: Performance/Production
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Introduction to Theatre Arts I & II, and teacher approval

Theatre Arts III is a course for students wanting to explore further aspects of theatre in 
either performance or production. The course will be a combination of class time with 
the Theatre Arts I & II students and a self-study project directed and mentored by the 
drama teacher.

The performance track will enable a student to develop and perform a significant solo 
performance (or possibly duet), which the actor will officially perform as a production 
during the semester. The date of the production will be chosen in consultation with the 
drama teacher. The solo performance will be a complete one-act play ranging from 30-
45 minutes in length. The actor will have the opportunity to self-pen the play if that is 
of interest to the actor. Otherwise, a suitable script will be found. The actor will be in 
charge of the production and performance of the play in conjunction with the drama 
teacher. This will be the main project of the performance track.

The production track will enable a student to learn significant skills such as lighting, 
sound, stage production, and set design. The student who chooses this track will put 
significant effort into both the Readers’ Theatre and the semester drama, as well as 
other dramatic performances which may occur during the semester. There will be 
opportunity to self-study issues of particular interest to the student.

Digital Photography and Media
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Digital photography captures moments in time through light & allows us to view the 
world through different lens either as the viewer or the photographer. The ever evolving 
technology of photography is exciting and inspiring. This course is designed to give 
students experiences with the creative and technical aspects of digital photography and 
media. Students will use digital cameras, to take, compose, manipulate and edit digital 
photos. Photo editing applications and other apps will be explored. Students will create 
their own personal photography blog. For a final project students will write a blog and 
that will showcase with their photos.
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Industrial Arts
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Industrial Arts will expose students to basic skills in the shop as they work collaboratively 
to complete projects chosen by the instructor, intended to be a benefit to the school. 
Students will learn shop safety and how to use a variety of tools in the shop for both 
metal and wood-working.

The visual arts program at Dalat includes a 4-year progression of three foundational 
classes (Foundation Art, Advanced Art, and Master Studio) leading up to the AP Studio 
Art course of choice. Students who wish to complete a Fast Track to AP Art option in 
3 years will take Foundation Art, Advanced Art, and meet teacher approval for an 
accelerated entry into the AP program. Criteria for this includes: (1) displayed mastery 
in Foundation and Advanced Art classes, (2) indicate interest during Advanced Art by 
submitting the required application, and (3) complete ten AP-quality breadth pieces 
by the beginning of the AP Art year and (4) have a pattern of timely work submission. 
AP Studio Art courses are highly recommended for students interested in graphic arts, 
advertising, industrial design and architecture courses in university. 

Art Introduction
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: none

Students will learn and use a variety of art methods and materials in this introductory 
class. This course is designed for students to appreciate and enjoy the process of 
art creation and basic skill development. It is not a foundational course serving as a 
prerequisite for higher level art classes. 

Foundation Art
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: none

In Foundation Art, students work with the language of vision as they encounter the 
practices of drawing, painting, two-dimensional design and sculpture. Through projects, 
discussions and exposure to art history, students focus on their own creative work and 
on visual examples from the world.
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Advanced Art 
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Foundation Art

Advanced Art is designed for serious art students who will be challenged to sharpen 
perceptual skills as they achieve excellence in image-making. Students in this course 
will concentrate on accomplishing mastery in two-dimensional and three-dimensional 
techniques as they explore new materials and develop a personal style.

Master Studio 
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Advanced Art

Master Studio is designed for highly motivated students of art; students in this course 
will experience the rigor of developing a substantial portfolio while challenged with the 
opportunity to articulate a sophisticated personal expression. Students will fine-tune 
skills associated with the critique-process as they engage with and present art history 
lectures and discussions. During the final quarter of this class, students may begin 
preparing pieces that will be used to complete their AP studio art portfolio.

AP Studio Art
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Master Studio, and teacher approval

The AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in 
the practical experience of art. AP Studio Art is not based on a written examination; 
instead, students submit portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year. In this 
class, students present selected materials from the work they have done during the AP 
course for evaluation at the end of 
the year by a group of artists and 
teachers. The portfolio is a vehicle 
through which students can 
demonstrate their ability to deal 
with the fundamental concerns 
of the visual arts and can thus 
possibly earn credit or advanced 
placement, or both, at the college 
level. Students may choose 
from one of three AP Studio Art 
designations; Drawing, 2D or 3D.
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FITNESS/HEALTH

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Fitness I 9-12 0.5 None

Fitness II 10-12 0.5 Fitness I

Fitness Advanced 10-12 0.5 Fitness I & II during study hall or after school)

Fitness I (Fitness for Life)
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Fitness is a one semester course that focuses on preventive health-care, from a fitness 
perspective. This course helps students analyze their own personal fitness level with 
the goal of improving. Course work centers on a detailed study of strength, flexibility, 
muscular endurance, body composition, and cardiovascular fitness. Each student is 
provided with the opportunity to personalize exercise prescriptions and then compile 
these into a complete exercise program. The course has a study on nutrition along with 
many fitness activities with an emphasis on development and maintenance of a healthy 
lifestyle.

Fitness II (Health and Wellness)
Grade Level: 10-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Fitness I

Fitness II is a one-semester course that builds on principles of preventative health-care 
through personal fitness that are taught in Fitness I. Students will be given class time to 
continue to maintain three days a week of physical activity to improve their personal 
fitness. Additionally, Fitness II focuses on those issues that lead students to a high level 
of wellness in order to help them become all that God intends them to be. 

Fitness Advanced
Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit: 0.5 
Prerequisite: Fitness I & II

Fitness Advanced is a one semester course that will enable students to put their personal 
fitness plan into action. As a follow up class to Fitness for Life, students will spend five days 
a week implementing their own workouts and making necessary changes or additions 
to their personal workout plan. Students will be given feedback, encouragement, and 
accountability on their workout selections. The goal is for students to maintain and 
develop a fitness for life habit so that they can take this lifestyle into the future. Work is 
done independently, but will require meeting outside of normal class time. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES 

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Bahasa Malaysia I 9-12 1.0 None

Bahasa Malaysia II 9-12 1.0 Bahasa Malaysia I or Teacher approval

Bahasa Malaysia III & IV (online) 9-12 1.0 Bahasa Malaysia II and Teacher approval

Mandarin I 9-10 1.0 None

Mandarin II 9-10 1.0 Mandarin I or Teacher approval

Mandarin III 10-12 1.0 Mandarin II or Teacher approval

AP Chinese Language & Culture 11-12 1.0 Mandarin III, and teacher approval

Spanish I 9-10 1.0 None

Spanish II 10-12 1.0 Spanish I or Teacher approval

Spanish III 11-12 1.0 Spanish II or Teacher approval

Bahasa Malaysia I, II, III & IV
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 1.0 for each Level
Prerequisite: none (or teacher approval for Bahasa Malaysia II, III & IV)

Bahasa Malaysia I & II is offered to develop a capability to use the language effectively 
for purposes of practical communication through both the spoken and written word. 
The course is based on the language skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing, 
focusing primarily on speaking. Grammatical structures needed to discuss various topics 
are studied on a daily basis in order to increase proficiency. The course also aims to offer 
insight into the host country’s culture, history and traditions, thus encouraging positive 
attitudes and ease towards language learning. 

Bahasa Malaysia III & IV continues the review of Malay grammar, popular sayings, 
idioms, vocabulary, and much more, typically used in everyday conversation. The course 
is highlighted by extensive and intensive readings, conversations, discussions and 
presentations based on selected readings from contemporary Malay literature. Bahasa 
Malaysia III & IV will be taught through an online medium, with the teacher of the course 
being available on campus for further review and clarification.

• Students who wish to take the University of Cambridge International General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) after completing Bahasa Malaysia IV 
may do so as the External IGCSE are held from May-June each year.

• Malaysian citizens are required by law to study Bahasa Malaysia (the national 
language). Dalat students may elect to do this outside of the regular school program.
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Mandarin I, II, III 
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: none (or teacher approval for Mandarin II & III)

Mandarin is a function-based high school course in Modern Standard Chinese, or 
Putonghua, which incorporates and integrates topics, structures, grammar and culture 
information within a framework based on a communicative approach to language 
learning. The emphasis throughout the course is on what students can do using the 
Chinese language and how they can communicate with Chinese language speakers 
in various real life situations. Students learn to express themselves and understand 
others on topics closely related to their daily life. Students also learn to read and write 
simple passages in Chinese script (characters). The Mandarin language program aims 
to develop in students an awareness of the Chinese language and the way it reflects 
Chinese culture.

AP Chinese Language and Culture 
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: Mandarin III, and teacher approval

AP Chinese Language and Culture is designed to be comparable to fourth semester 
college/university courses in Mandarin Chinese. This course prepares students to 
demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency with ongoing and varied opportunities 
to further develop their proficiencies across the full range of language skills within a 
cultural frame of reference reflective of the richness of Chinese language and culture. 
Students will be expected to take the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam in May.

Spanish I, II, III
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: none (or teacher approval for 
Spanish II & III)

The primary goal of the Spanish program 
is to enable students to communicate with 
Spanish speakers and to understand their 
cultures through the four major components 
of language: reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking. The primary emphasis is on 
acquiring oral and written skills, with the 
secondary emphasis being on an introduction 
and understanding of Hispanic culture.
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ADDITIONAL CREDITS

Course Grade 
Level Credit Prerequisite

Home Economics* 9-12 0.5 None

Physical Education 9-12 0.5 None

Exploring Technology Applications 9-12 0.5 None (Dalat Online)

Robotics I & II 10-12 0.5 None. Robotics II, completed Robotics i

Computer Science 10-12 0.5 None

Introduction to Business 10-12 0.5 None (Dalat Online)

Leadership Skills** 11-12 0.5 Member of Stuco, Jr. or Sr. Excom, Teacher 
approval

Journalism I 11-12 1.0 Pattern of A’s & B’s in English, Teacher 
approval

Journalism II 12 1.0 Journalism I

Online Courses 11-12 Various Dalat offers a wide range of elective classes 
through various online providers

*Offered when demand exists for this course. **Offered every second year.

Home Economics
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None

Home Economics provides students with the knowledge and skills to manage their lives 
and make wise decisions about nutrition, finances, and personal management. Students 
will spend a significant amount of time learning about well-balanced diets, how to 
properly prepare various foods to sustain a healthy lifestyle, and personal finance issues. 
Additional topics will include hospitality, development of thrifty habits, basic home 
repair, and other relevant household management practices.

Physical Education 
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Physical Education (PE) is an elective activity class that offers students an opportunity 
to improve physical fitness and develop skills through participating in a variety of 
sports including: track and field, volleyball, badminton, basketball, football, baseball, 
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tennis, soccer, squash, Frisbee, golf, hiking, kayaking, team handball, co-op games, 
weight training, swimming, gymnastics, and bowling. (Other activities may be added.) 
An emphasis is placed upon being active through participation, preparedness, 
skill development, knowledge and performance behavior. Grades are compiled from 
three primary sources: cognitive, affective and psychomotor. Students are also exposed 
to tournament administration & officiating. Students are expected to be motivated 
and responsible for their own individual activity level during class. Several group-style 
activities ensure maximum participation for all students.

Exploring Technology Applications
Grade level: 9-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none (Dalat Online)

Exploring Technology Applications will emphasize the use of computers and technology 
that will be useful throughout a student’s high school, college, and future careers. 
Students will learn fundamental concepts of technology and software by personally 
choosing which items to focus on from a variety of applications, such as word-processing, 
spreadsheets, desktop publishing, multimedia presentations, relational databases, and 
web/cloud technologies.

Robotics
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

Robotics provides the opportunity for students 
to build small robots using Lego Mindstorms and 
write programs to control them. The students 
will work collaboratively in teams to design 
robots that can perform tasks or compete against 
other robots in challenges. Programming will be 
done with the LabView visual language.

Robotics II
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Robotics I, and teacher approval 

Students will attend all Robotics classes and act 
as a peer tutor during class. Some grading may 
be included as well. In addition, there will be two 
graded assignments. The first assignment will be 
to design and teach a new Robotics project to the 
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class using the knowledge you have obtained from Robotics I. The second will be an 
advanced project created by the Instructor. The Project will be due at the end of the 
semester and presented to the entire class.

Computer Science 
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: none

The Computer Science course is designed to prepare students to value computer science 
and appreciate its role in society. This course stimulates a spirit of inquiry by developing 
a variety of problem-solving and decision-making skills and abilities. Students will be 
introduced to the concepts of object oriented programming, user interface design, and 
event based programming using Visual C# in a Windows environment.

Introduction to Business
Grade level: 10-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: None (Dalat Online)

This course provides students with an overview of business in an increasingly global 
society serving as an introduction to business terminology, concepts, environments, 
systems, strategies, and current issues. Topics include an overview of the business 
environment, business ethics, entrepreneurship and global business, management, 
marketing, production, information systems, and financial elements of business. This 
course provides a solid business foundation for more detailed and higher-level study 
in college/university. Students will practice basic business skills of communication, 
research, business behavior, professionalism, and group processes. Understand how the 
purpose of a Christian-owned business and a Christian professional is to bring glory to 
the Lord through products, services, and the organization’s operation 

Leadership Skills
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 0.5
Prerequisite: Member of Stuco, Jr. or Sr. Excom, teacher approval

The leadership skills course will look at individual and group dynamics and leadership 
styles that lead to high performance in groups and organizations. Students will evaluate 
their own leadership styles and put the lessons into practice as they apply their skills in 
their roles in student government positions. The class will meet weekly at lunch. Students 
will be assigned readings and papers with a large emphasis placed on application.
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Journalism I 
Grade level: 11-12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: English 10

Special Note: Enrolled students must commit an extra 45 minutes of work time each day 
during quarters 2, 3, 4.

Journalism I is the class that produces the school yearbook, the Reflector. Students 
study photography, layout, design, and produce the book, which comes out in late 
May. Students take all the photos, draw the layouts, design the graphics, and transfer 
everything to InDesign files to take to the press. Students write the copy for articles in 
their assigned sections. Students also sell advertisements which helps keep the cost of 
the book low to students and parents. Students in grade 12 who have shown proficiency 
in language arts by passing either the CLEP Literature test or an AP English test may use 
this course as their senior year language arts class. 

Journalism II 
Grade level: 12
Credit: 1.0
Prerequisite: (see Journalism I)

Journalism II is an advanced class in 
journalism. Students work independently, 
going through a tutorial in Photoshop. 
The first big project is to complete the 
senior supplement of the previous year’s 
book, writing the copy for articles in 
their assigned sections. After the 15th 
week, students move into the leadership 
positions of the yearbook and work with 
the Journalism I class to produce the 
Reflector by May.
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RECOMMENDED HS PREPARATION
When applying to colleges and universities, it is important to know what they expect of 
a student’s high school education. The following represents recommendations beyond 
graduation requirements that will best prepare you for your specific area of interest.

ARCHITECTURE
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, and Calculus recommended

Science: 3 years of Lab Science preferred, especially Physics

Other: Both AP Art 2D and 3D recommended, Technology Applications

BUSINESS
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus recommended; 4 years of Math 

preferred

Science: 3 years of Lab Science recommended

Other: At least 2 years of Foreign Language recommended, Introduction to 
Business, Economics, Technology Applications, Computer Science, AP 
Psychology, Speech and Forensics

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
General: All college prep courses

Bible: All required courses

Other: Psychology, History, Spiritual Ministry Opportunities, Mentoring, Impact 
Trips 

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Math: 3 years of university-preparatory Math recommended (depending upon 

specific area)

Science: 3 years of Lab Science recommended

Other: Computer Science, Robotics, AP Computer Science (online) 

EDUCATION
Math: 3 years of university-preparatory Math recommended (depending upon 

specific area)

Science: 3 years of Lab Science recommended

Other: Technology Applications, AP Psychology
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ENGINEERING
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, Calculus recommended 

Science: 3 years of Lab Science recommended

Other: Industrial Arts, Computer Science, Robotics

ENGLISH (JOURNALISM, EDUCATION, EDITING)
Math: 3 years of university-preparatory Math recommended (depending upon  

specific area)

Science: 3 years of Lab Science recommended

English: Honors English grades 9 & 10, Journalism 1 and 2 as electives, at least 
1 AP English course grade 11, and grade 12 Capstone and Advanced 
Composition.  Note this indicates two English classes grades 11 and 12 
because of Journalism.

HEALTH SERVICES
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus recommended; 4 years of Math 

preferred

Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics recommended; 4 years of Lab Science 
preferred

Other: Exploring Technology Applications

MUSIC
Math: 3 years of university-preparatory Math recommended

Science: 3 years lab science preferred, especially Physics

Other: 4 years of primary performing ensemble, 1-2 years of secondary 
performing ensemble recommended, Music Theory, AP Music Theory 
recommended, private instruction recommended, 1-2 years foreign 
language recommended

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & RECREATION
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus recommended; 4 years of Math 

preferred

Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics recommended; 4 years of Lab Science 
preferred
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PRE-LAW
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus recommended

Science: 2-3 years of Lab Science preferred

Other: at least 2 years of Foreign Language, AP English, AP American History 
and Government (as prep for college-level USA Constitutional Law) 
recommended, Introduction to Business, Technology Applications, 
Economics, AP Psychology, Speech and Forensics

PRE-MEDICINE
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus recommended; 4 years of Math 

preferred

Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics recommended; 4 years of Lab Science  
preferred

Other: at least 2 years of Foreign Language recommended,  Exploring Technology 
Applications, AP Psychology

SCIENCES
Math: Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus recommended; 4 years of Math 

preferred

Science: 4 years of Lab Science preferred

Other: Computer Science

SOCIAL WORK
Math: 3 years of university-preparatory Math recommended

Science: 3 years of Lab Science recommended

Other: Technology Applications, AP Psychology

For specific university admission recommendations, check the website of the  university 
you are interested in and look under “Freshman Admissions”.



NOTES:



High School is a path that leads to many roads…

Which Will You Take?


